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EDITORIAL 
Overture On Plan Of 


Reunion 
The Presbytery of Asheville, meeting in 
Brevard - Davidson River Church, Brevard, 
N. C., on April 19, 1944, unanimously 
passed the following overture to the Gen- 
eral Assembly: 

“The Presbytery of Asheville hereby 
overtures the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S., meeting 
at Montreat, N. C., on the 25th day of 
May, 1944: That inasmuch as the pro- 
posed plan of Re-union, together with 
the comments of the Drafting Commit- 
tee, are being sent down to Ministers and 
Clerks of Sessions; that in order that 
both points of view, represented in the 
Committee on Co-operation and Union, 
might be before the Church; that the 
Analysis and Comments of Major W. 
Calvin Wells, a member of that Commit- 
tee, also be sent down to Ministers and 
Clerks of Sessions, for study along with 
the Plan.” 

Certainly this overture should appeal to 
the reason of all our people, even those who 


do not agree with Major Wells either in his 
premises or conclusions. 


Last year’s Assembly instructed its Com- 
mittee on Co-operation and Union that: 


“Inasmuch as the general circulation 
of the printed Plan of Reunion in its pre- 
sent form might precipitate premature 
and needless discussion and might pre- 
judice or delay unduly the prospect of 
ultimate agreement on any plan, no pro- 
vision should be made for further dis- 
tribution of the plan until it has been ap- 
proved by the Permanent Committee on 
Co-operation and Union.” 

We understand that at least three mem- 
bers of the Permanent Committee, namely 
—Major W. Calvin Wells, of Mississippi; 
Rev. Melton Clark, D.D., of Alabama; and 
Rev. Robert King, D.D., of Appalachia— 
are in hearty disagreement with this plan on 
several points. Major W. Calvin Wells 
drafted a report embodying these points 
which report was put into the hands of every 
member of the Committee according to 
Major Wells. (We printed the report on 
Pages 7-18 of the April, 1944, issue of The 
Journal.) ' 


Always a minority report of the Supreme 
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Court of the United States is given the same 
publicity the majority report is given. Surely 
our Great Church will want both voints of 
view represented in its Commi on Co- 
operation and Union to go .c. re our 
Church. The Comments of the Southern 
Members of the Drafting Committee, all 
of whom favor the Plan of Re-union, are 
being distributed with the Plan. In all fair- 
ness let us also have the Comments of the 
Minority Group, as drafted by Major Wells, 
distributed in the same way by the Stated 
Clerk of the General Assembly. —H.B.D. 





The Calvinistic Creed 
Of Presbyterians 


In the March 20, 1944, issue of The Presbyte- 
rian of the South, now The Presbyterian Outlook, 
Rev. John A. MacLean, D.D., writing under the 
title, “Needed -- An Evangelistic Creed,” very 
vigorously attacks the Theology set forth in the 
Doctrinal Standards of our Church. He asks, “Can 
we overcome the Calvinistic Complex?” He quotes 
Dr. Egbert W. Smith as attributing our failure to 
reach the masses of people in border states—like 
Arkansas, Uklahoma, Missouri, and Texas—to an 
unfavorable reaction among these people against 
our doctrine of election and predestination. 

We only wish that Dr. MacLean might have 
cited his readers to Dr. Egbert W. Smith’s mas- 
terful work, The Creed of Presbyterians. (Presby- 
terian Committee of Publication, P. VU. Box 1176, 
Richmond, Va. Price 75c). We have read and re- 
read this book. We have had the privilege and the 
great pleasure of teaching it in three Leadership 
Training Schools. We heartily commend it as the 
perfect antidote for Dr. MacLean’s attack on our 
Calvinistic Theology. We quote from that splendid 
work. Dr. Smith says, on Pages 46-47: “There are 
hard sayings in our Standards because there are 
hard sayings in the Bible. Some doctrines for 
which the Presbyterian Church stands are among 
the ‘things hard to be understood,’ of which our 
beloved brother Paul wrote. ‘This is an hard say- 
ing; who can hear it?’ John 6:60. So said many in 
Christ’s day of Christ’s teaching. They were of- 
fended. They walked no more with Him. Like 
many in our day, they demanded a religion ‘more 
Christian than Christianity and more Christlike 
than Christ.’ Just so the unflinching Scripturalness 
of our creed, its faithful mirroring of the mind of 
Christ revealed by His Spirit in His Word, is the 
reason why it never has been, is not, and never 
will be popular with the rationalistic and un- 
regenerate world. ‘The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God.’ I. Cor. 2:14. 
The offense of the Word is as undying as the of- 
fense of the Cross. 

Every statement of essential Calvinistic doctrine 
in our Standards the Bible substantiates by equal- 
ly bold and bald statements of its own. Yet the 
former is the chosen object of attack. The reason 
is plain. In a Christian land, where the Scriptures 
are widely reverenced, it is cheaper and safer to 
assault the Presbyterian Standards than to assault 
the Bible. Hence it is that the Presbyterian Church 


has always sustained the brunt of the fight for the 
integrity of God’s truth. Above all others, she has 
borne, bears now, and will continue to bear, on 
her name the odium, and upon her person the 
blows, provoked by and aimed against the Word 
of God. Humbly yet proudly she can say to her 
Lord, ‘The reproaches of them that reproached 
Thee fell on me.’ ” 

“For the enlightenment of the critics of Cal- 
vinism, Froude adds: ‘Grapes do not grow on 
bramble-bushes. Illustrious natures do not form 
themselves on narrow and cruel theories. Where 
we find a heroic life appearing as the uniform 
fruit of a particular mode of opinion, it is childish 
to argue in the face of fact that the result ought 
to have been different.’’’ Page 67. 

“To the unequalled excellence of the Calvinistic 
type of character, the Encyclopaedia Britannica 
bears unwilling witness. In its prejudiced article 
on ‘Predestination’ it ‘feels bound in justice to 
make the remark,’ that Calvinists have been ‘the 
highest honor of their own ages and the best 
models for imitation for every succeeding age.” 
Page 68. 

“Surely it should stop the mouths of the de- 
tractors of Calvinism to remember that from men 
of that creed we inherit, as the fruit of their blood 
and toil, their prayers and teachings, our civil 
liberty, our Protestant faith, our Christian homes.” 
Page 78. 

These are just a few quotations from this very 
worthwhile book on The Creed of Presbyterians, 
by Dr. Egbert W. Smith. We earnestly commend 
the reading of the book in its entirety and then 
re-reading again and again as we ourselves have 
done. —H.B.D. 


"I 


Do We Need A New 
Christian Vocabulary? 


We are frequently told today that we should 
abandon the old theological nomenclature and 
find something new that is more acceptable to 
the modern mind. If new words can be found that 
would express the entire content of the older 
terminology, we would offer no objection, for we 
fully realize that words are subordinate to things 
and not things to words. We have asked those who 
urge these changes to give us the new terms that 
would serve a better purpose than the older, but 
up to the present we have not received them. We 
are still waiting. 

We want to be up-to-date. We want to present 
the gospel in the most convincing and appealing 
manner possible. We realize that it is not easy to 
preach the pure gospel week after week and make 
it always fresh from the same preacher to the 
same people. If there are words that could be 
used that would make the presentation of the 
gospel more attractive our critics would render a 
great service if they would give them to us. We 
are sincere when we state that if there are superior 
words which will express the gospel message with- 
out diluting or adulterating it we want to add 
them to our Gospel vocabulary. 

It is objected that the older terms are technical, 
and should be discarded. Yes, they are technical, 
but every great science, every great art, every 
great discipline has its own special or technical 
terms. Why should the Christian religion be an 
exception? Why should it be an offense for the 
Christian religion and not for other departments 
of knowledge? 

To be specific, we are told that such terms 
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as “repentance,” “justification,” “substitutionary 
atonement” should not be used any longer. If there 
is a new vocabulary that is able to express all 
that these terms contain then let it be brought 
forth. The sooner the better. 


We have inquired, What term would you substi- 
tute for “repentance”? Dr. Chamberlain in his ex- 
cellent book called The Meaning Of Repentance, 
suggests that “Metanoia” is a better word, but 
when he published his book felt that he had to 
use for his title The Meaning Of Repentance, and 
not The Meaning Of Metanoia. Until someone can 
— a better word we must stick to the old 
word. 


The objection to the word “justification” is fre- 
quently made. What word shall we use as a substi- 
tute that is more effective? It is criticized on the 
ground that it is a “legal term.” So it is, but this 
is not a valid objection. Since justification is a 
judicial act of God it is bound to be a legal term. 
Any other word that would ignore the legal aspect 
would not be better, but worse. It also has the 
a of being like repentance, a_ Biblical 
word. 

We must answer intelligently the question, Why 
did Christ suffer and die? To do so our fathers 


considered every possible answer. They believed © 


that His death was not due to His personal guilt, 
or for the personal sanctification of His character, 
but that His death was penal. The whole Bible 
teaches that He suffered and died for others than 
Himself. The Old Testament states, “The Lord 
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” The New 
Testament affirms, “He was made sin for us who 
knew no sin, that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him.” In other words, Christ died 
as a substitute. Because of this, Christian thinkers 
used the term “substitutionary atonement.” Is 
there a better term that will convey the same 
truth in a more appealing fashion? Any term to 
be superior must express as much and not less 
than the older term. 

As we see it, the words modernists use to ex- 
press these great truths practically empty all mean- 
ing from the facts involved. The older terms are 
‘ charged with richer thought, and though called 
upon to carry a heavy burden, they do so effective- 
ly. It is better to be on the safe side and refuse 
to grant the demand of modernists to throw away 
our Gospel vocabulary until they give us some- 
thing more satisfactory. Christian faith is a serious 
business, more serious than taking a Flying For- 
tress to Berlin and back. It is the one bridge from 
earth to heaven. A better procedure is to give 
more study to these time-honored expressions of 
the Christian faith, hallowed by the faith, obedi- 
ence and praise of the prophets, the apostles and 
the martyrs, and teach ‘them to our children in 
Sunday School, Catechetical classes and from the 
pulpit. Let them know the language of Zion and 
they will prefer it to the language of the uncircum- 
cised Philistines. —J.R.R. 


i. 
— 


Can Union Unite? 


Organic union with the Northern Presbyterian 
Church is an acute issue. We believe this issue has 
been raised and is being fostered by a minority 
within our Church but constant and unremitting 
agitation makes it necessary for our Church to 
express an opinion sooner or later. 

We sincerely hope that our readers have care- 
fully considered the objections to the plan of 
union so ably presented in last month’s issue of 
The Journal by Major Calvin Wells. 














It is our considered judgment that not one 
single good can come from union under present 
conditions. Disruption is sure to follow; disruption 
of the functions of our Church as a whole; dis- 
ruption of the agencies of our Church in their 
various lines of work; and, of infinitely greater 
importance, spiritual disruption because of the 
compromise on vital matters of belief which are 
entailed. 

Our Church still holds certain doctrines to be 
essential for ordination. The Northern Church does 
not consider these essential. Until we believe alike 
how can we be united? To ignore this funda- 
mental issue is to deny the importance of these 
doctrines. 

This is not an attack on the Northern Church, 
nor is it an attack on their present moderator, 
Dr. Coffin. It is a statement of events which taken 
place, actions which have been passed, and books 
which have been written. 

Until the Auburn Affirmation is officially 
repudiated by the Northern Church, it remains a 
fact that what we consider essential doctrines of 
Christianity are not considered essential for ordi- 
nation in that Church. But, instead of repudiation 
we find the signers of that affirmation increasing 
in power and influence, Dr. Coffin, the present 
moderator, himself being a signer of this docu- 
ment. 

Rising to the defense of Dr. Coffin there are 
those who say that “he has swung away from his 
extreme liberalism.” Dr. Coffin’s books speak for 
him and his rejection of many of the precious 
doctrines of Christianity. We have yet to hear 
of Dr. Coffin’s withdrawing one single statement 
in any of these books. Until he does so we have 
the right to assume that he continues to hold the 
views he so clearly expresses in the pages. 

A Church’s most precious possession is her 
testimony to truth. By her condoning of heterodox 
teaching and belief that testimony has waxed dim 
in many churches in the North. Union under pres- 
ent conditions will, of necessity, commit our 
Church to a similar course. For this reason The 
Journal urges its readers to read Major Well’s 
article so that they can understand why we so 
unalterably oppose any move towards union at the 
present time. The inevitable result would be di- 
vision and loss of spiritual testimony. 

The “lost horizon” mentioned in another edi- 
torial in this issue will recede yet further away 
if we place greater importance on outward union 
than we do on the fundamental doctrines of 
Christianity. 4 





The Southern Methodist 
Layman 


Among the many very fine exchanges that come 
to our desk is The Southern Methodist Layman. 
Jt is published three times monthly by the Lay- 
men’s Organization for Preservation of the Sou- 
thern Methodist Church. The subscription price is 
one dollar per year and the address is: P. O. Box 
389, Atlanta, Ga. This paper represents the con- 
tinuing Methodist Church, South, and “is fighting 
for the ideals and belief of their old church pre- 
vious to the time when modernism crept in, and 
its leaders betrayed it by merging it into an or- 
ganization controlled by the former Methodist 
Episcopal Church, North.” Layman John A. Man- 
get is the editor. We feel that he is doing a fine 
work for his Church and congratulate him on the 
excellent paper he puts out. —H . 
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The Lost Horizon 


“The Easter message is that the Son of God, 
crucified by man, showed His deity by rising from 
the dead and joining His Father in Heaven. Its 
promise is that mortals, too, may find eternal life 
if their sins and doubts are repented of and for- 
given. This life does not end in death. It is not the 
whole, but a part; a trial period during which man 
is prepared for the life hereafter. ; 

“A hundred years ago most Americans believed 
this doctrine. They celebrated Easter as a pas- 
sionate reminder that they were immortal, that 
beyond death lies heaven or hell. Nowadays it is 
doubtful whether most Americans really believe 
this. What Walter Lippman called ‘the acids of 
modernity’ have eaten their literal faith away. 
First hell lost its reality, then heaven; then Jesus 
changed from the Son of God to a great and good 
man. And this life, once so transitory, became 
more and more important. 

“ ||. Easter is a reminder to Christians that 
God’s mercy is their personal salvation. To all 
Americans, Christians or not, it is a good time to 
ponder His role in the salvation of their country. 
“Except the Lord build the house, their labor is 
but lost that build it.” 

The above is not a quotation from a conserva- 
tive church paper. Nor is it quoted from the ser- 
mon of some outstanding evangelical preacher. It 
is taken from an editorial, “The Easter Message,” 
in the April 10th issue of Life Magazine. 

The editor of Life has sensed something to 
which only too many church leaders seem ob- 
livious; namely, that the emphasis in Christianity 
has shifted from the spiritual to the material; 
from the eternal to the temporal, and with that 
shift in emphasis the Church has lost her power 
in the world. 

Years ago Dr. Robert Francis Coyle wrote: 
“With the future life fading out of our thinking 
there will surely come a corresponding laxity in 
moral life.’ This time has come, and it is so 
obvious that the editor of one of the most out- 
standing secular weeklies sees the result, senses 
the cause and gropes for the one solution, a return 
to fundamental Christian faith in America. 

Where does the fault lie? It lies squarely on 
those men who have denied the complete au- 
thority of the Bible and who have passed on their 
unbelief in the classroom, in the pulpits, and 
through the printed page. 

Unbelief is nothing new. It started in the 
Garden of Eden and has been the root of sin ever 
since. What is new is that unbelief, once openly 
taught only outside the Church, has been tolerated 
and even at times welcomed within the Church 
itself. The writer of the First Psalm saw the log- 
ical steps of this downward course when he wrote: 
“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way 
of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.” 

Let the Church consider her course. Tolerance 
of unbelief has increased until it would be prac- 
tically impossible to depose a minister for his un- 
orthodox beliefs. The Church views with alarm 
some of the vagaries of Dispensationalism, and 
these vagaries should be clearly shown up and 
condemned, where they are unscriptural. However, 
at the worst they concern deviations from doc- 
trines which are in no sense concerned with sal- 
vation. 

On the other hand, where are the voices which 
should be heard importunately crying out against 
attacks on the integrity of the word of God? The 


miraculous questioned; the authenticity of parts 
of the Bible denied and called instead, “pious 
frauds.” Instead of building Christian faith based 
on the Word we find again and again a peculiar 
process of pedagogy which produces “intelligent 
unbelievers.” In fact, many of the products of 
modern education are nothing but cultured pa- 
gans. Little wonder even secular editors are sens- 
ing the source of our dark national outlook. 

Dr. J. McDowell Richards writes of the intense 
interest aroused by a recent sermon by Dr. Ver- 
non Broyles on “Life After Death.” Why this ab- 
sorbing interest? Because only too often our peo- 
ple are starved for these great truths. We have 
been so concerned over making the Church the 
agent of a new social order that we have let slip 
the fact that Christ’s work and death and resur- 
rection were primarily to give us eternal life in 
Heaven. We have been so anxious to correct 
social and economic injustices that we have failed 
to teach that the only way to accomplish this de- 
sirable end is to win individual sinners one by one 
to a saving faith in the Redeemer. 

The lost horizon of modern Christianity is, 
strange to say, the ultimate goal of the Chris- 
tian—heaven. Paul, through the Spirit, writes to 
us, “Set your affections on things above, not on 
things on the earth,” and makes it very plain why 
we should do this when he says, “For the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.” 

The writer does not believe this lost horizon 
will ever be recaptured until we cease to tem- 
porize with unbelief, no matter how plausible its 
advocate, nor how great his learning. Modern 
theological literature is overflowing with unbelief, 
couched in flawless style and presented with the 
ineenuity of the devil himself. The minister whom 
God can use is the one who turns to the Bible and 
with it, the Sword of the Spirit, goes forth io 
preach with the authority of “Thus saith the 
Lord.” This man, whether he believes in church 
union or not, will, under God’s hand, be a bless- 
ing to the Church and to our nation. This preacher, 
whether he sees the dangers of the Federal 
Council or not, will win souls for Christ and for 
eternity. Such a minister may have different 
views on a number of problems and policies of 
the Church, but if he puts the Word of God first 
in his theology and in his preaching, God will 
bless his ministry and his ministry will bless the 
Church. 

Brethren, will you stop toying with unbelief, 
wherever it is found, and rediscover the joy of 
preaching that the “wages of sin is death; but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord?” —L.N.B. 


Calvinism And Evangelism 


Some are saying that the Southern Presbyterian 
Church must unite with the USA Church to be- 
come a going concern, others that we must modify 
our Confession as did the UP Church in order 
to become evangelistic. The figures compiled by 
Dr. Benson Y. Landis, however, show that for the 
period 1926 to 1941-2, the Southern Presbyterian 
Church grew slightly more than four times as 
fast as did the USA and almost twice as fast as 
did the UP Church. Indeed, considering our small 
familes an increase of something over 21 per 
cent does indicate some evangelistic zeal. 

Before God we may well lament our shortcom- 
ings and whenever the Holy Spirit leaves any form 
of doctrine or any set of principles they wither 
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like a sapless tree. But the great evangelistic 
lights in the life of our Churmh have been Calvin- 
ists. Jonathan Edwards’ sermon Justification by 
Faith started the Great Awakening that saved 
American from paganism and started a zeal for 
missions that carried Edwards and his would-be- 
son-in-law, David Brainerd, to the Indians. Daniel 
Baker lit a trail of evangelism from Philadelphia 
to Texas. G. B. Strickler took a divided Church 
welded it together and sent out four vigorous 
daughter Churches under unwavering Calvinism. 
Benjamin Palmer turned his congregation into 
Sunday School teachers and gathered almost a 
thousand more in his New Orleans Sunday Schools 
than were on the rolls of the congregation. And 
time would fail me to tell of Girardeau’s ministry 
to negroes, of Beverly Lacy’s to soldiers, of J. A. 
Bryan in Birmingham, of J. B. Hutton in Jackson, 
of J. O. Reavis in Columbia, of Moses Hoge in 
Richmond, of Sam Glasgow, of George Belk, of 
Bob Lapsley, of R. O. Flinn, of R. G. Pearson, of 
Theron Rice, of John S. Foster, of R. E. Hough, 
of W. M. Anderson, of Frank Brown, of Henry B. 
Dendy, of William Crow, and of R. A. McLees. 

In The Saviour of the World, Warfield effectively 
shows that particularism does not mean parsimony. 
Calvinism looks for the ingathering of a great 
host that no man can number and extends an invi- 
tation to each and to all. But Calvinism is as full 
in its insistency on fallen man’s need for re- 
generating grace as it is free in its offer. The 
vision of the Kingdom of God moving down the 
ages under the grace which the heavenly High 
Priest sues out and applies by His Word and 
Spirit made Calvin an indefatigible worker who 
spread the Gospel over magnificent areas of 
Europe. Where the Word is present there we ought 
to believe the Holy Spirit is present to save, and 
we ought to press the invitation. Once realize that 
fallen man is enslaved by his sinful desires and 
our one hope is the sovereign saving grace of God. 
According to our Lord Jesus Christ it is from 
the ocean of Divine sovereignty that the waves 
of the blessed Gospel invitation break on our sin 
parched shores. Hear ye HIM: 

“T thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because Thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and has revealed them unto 
babes. Even so, Father; for so it seemed good 
in Thy sight. All things are delivered unto me of 
my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the 
Father; neither knoweth any man the Father. save 
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will re- 
veal Him. Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” 


—Wm. C. R. 


Our Executive Committees With 


Particular Reference To 


Executive Secretaries 


The Presbvterian of the South, now The Pres- 
byterian Outlook, is very much agitated about the 
rersonnel of the Stewardshin Committee of our 
Chureh as at vresent constituted. They feel that: 
“The Stewardshin Committee should be comvosed 
of revresentatives of the Church at large. If rev- 
resentatives of the Exerntive Committee are in- 
cluded they sould constitute a minoritv of the 
committee. not a majoritv. as at present.”’ Presby- 
terian of the South, March 29, 1944. 

Under date of April 19, 1944, The Presbyterian 
Outlook says editorially: “Executive secretaries, 


who have the privilege of the floor when their re- 
ports are being considered, should not undertake 
to debate matters of general policy upon which 
the Assembly is to take action. That such has 
come to be a matter of course was evidenced in 
the 1942 General Assembly when the question of 
co-operation with other Christian bodies came up.” 
In this same editorial they say: “Uur Church has 
long been wary of executive ‘boards’; therefore, it 
should be careful lest it concentrate executive au- 
thority and responsibility in such a manner as to 
injure the great causes which these servants of 
the Church are called to promote.” 


If The Presbyterian Outlook really means this 
as a general statement of policy, and not just as 
a slam against the personnel of pur executive 
committees, as at present constituted, then we 
feel that they have furnished one of the very 
strongest arguments that could be used against 
our Union with the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church, 
whose business is so largely carried on by 
“Boards” and “Bureaucracies.” If they are afraid 
of the power now vested in our executive com- 
mittees, then they had certainly better be wary of 
the union with the U.S.A. Church with its “Gen- 
eral Council” and “Boards.” It would also be wise 
for them to beware of the Federal Council’s pro- 
posed North American or National Council. This 
latter organization, if perfected, will tell its con- 
stituent churches when and where they can work 
in any capacity. 

It was when this matter of “co-operation with 
other Christian bodies came up” in the 1942 As- 
sembly that two of our Secretaries, Dr. Homer 
MeMillan, Executive Secretary of Home Missions, 
and Dr. Darby Fulton, Executive Secretary of 
Foreign Missions, took the floor to answer cer- 
tain criticisms that had been made against them 
and their committees by certain proponents of 
“Co-operation and Union.” 

The writer (HBD) was a member of that As- 
sembly and well remembers the events that took 
place at that time. Not by election, nor by acci- 
dent, were certain members of the Assembly’s 
Committee on Co-operation and Union present at 
Knoxville, Tenn. There was no report of this com- 
mittee before the Assembly. Yet members of the 
committee, not commissioners, were in Knoxville 
to appear before the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee to urge the defeat of certain definite in- 
structions which fourteen Presbyteries were ask- 
ing the Assembly to give the committee in its 
negotiations with the U.S.A. Church, while com- 
missioners approving overtures were not given 
the privilege of meeting with the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee to express their views. Repre- 
sentatives of the U.S.A. Church were there and 
permitted to address the Assembly. Pressure men 
of the Federal Council were invited to appear be- 
fore the Committee on Foreign Relations to give 
their reasons why the Southern Presbyterian 
Church should not withdraw from the Council and 
were allowed the privilege of addressing the As- 
sembly on this subject. Incidentally, the same 
kind of ecclesiastical politics carried us back into 
the Federal Council in 1941 after the Presbyteries 
as late as 1938 had voted not to re-enter. The vote 
by Presbyteries was 48 “No” to 38 “Yes” (two 
not voting) on the question sent down by the 1937 
Assembly: “Shall we enter the Federal Council?” 

The writer was a member of the Foreign Re- 
I-tions Committee of the Assembly of 1942 at 
Knoxville, Tenn. He was shocked on Monday 
morning, June 1, 1942, to have a member of that 
committee arise before the committee and when 
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the matter of Co-operation and Union was under 
discussion say that—a member of the Com- 
mittee on Co-operation and Union had just told 
him that the Executive Secretaries of our Church 
were opposed to Union because they knew that in 
the event of the Union “they would lose their 
jobs.” The writer arose and protested that state- 
ment and demanded that our Executive Secre- 
taries be permitted to come before our Foreign 
Relations Committee and hear and answer that 
charge. Yet The Presbyterian Outlook criticises 
our Executive Secretaries for debating these mat- 
ters before the 1942 Assembly. We will wait ex- 
pectantly for this unbiased champion of ecclesi- 
astical propriety to condemn those of his party, 
not Assembly commissioners, for openly and with- 
out embarrassment doing what he denounces in 
others as entirely reprehensible. 


Is it possible that the champions of church 
union and interdenominational co-operation have 
received a special revelation from heaven that 
has been denied to other members of the Church, 
and that these men are so far in advance of others 
in their understanding of Christ’s Will for His 
Church that their very liberalism becomes narrow 
and bitter in its application to their own brethren? 
They assume the right to proclaim their views on 
the sin of separation and they vehemently protest 
the privilege of equally honest persons expressing 
an opinion opposite to theirs on the same subject. 
The editor of The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
feels that in our four Executive Secretaries we 
have four great Christian Statesmen. If anyone in 
our Church is able to give intelligent advice to 
our Assembly about the work of these committees, 
certainly these Secretaries are the men. On the 
oceasion above referred to, these men were not 
speaking on matters outside the realm of their 
particular committees but were answering unfair 
charges that had been made against them in con- 
nection with “Co-operation and Union.” 


Now let us ask why the various writers in The 
Presbyterian Outlook want to change the per- 
sonnel of the Stewardship Committee so as to get 
rid of or minimize the influence of the Executive 
Committee members of our Church and particu- 
larly do they want to get rid of any influence of 
our Executive Secretaries. They even accused the 
Executive Secretaries of voting on questions 
where they were not members of the Stewardship 
Committee. (They had to retract that statement 
but without apology, we note). Can it be that 
they are jealous of the percentages received by 
these various Executive Committees? Let us re- 
member that the Stewardship Committee deals 
only with the percentages of the Assembly’s 
causes and an examination will show that for the 
years 1934 to 1943 taking the Assembly’s Causes 
en bloc, the ratio of increase is 40.1 percent. For 
this same period the Presbytery’s and Synod’s 
causes show an increase of 83.8 percent. This is 
the result in spite of the fact that the figures for 
Assembly’s causes include all receipts from such 
oceasions as Rally Day, the Joy Gift and the Self- 
denial Offerings for Home and Foreign Missions. 
On the other hand, private donations, made di- 
rectly to schools and colleges, which did not pass 
through the hands of church treasurers are not 
shown. When you take into account the large edu- 
cational campaigns that are put on from time to 
time, and the considerable amount of money that 
is given by private donors, not credited to any 
Church or Presbytery, then the so-called “sacred 
cow of percentages’ does not seem so impressive. 

But what do these critics want? They are con- 


stantly bemoaning our lack of “proper financial 
support” of “co-operative” and “interdenomina- 
tional” projects. Do they want to take from our 
present Executive Committees a part of the in- 
adequate amounts given for the great tasks we 
are asking them to do, in order that we may give 
more financial support to the Federal Council of 
Churches and other “co-operative” and “inter- 
denominational’ agencies? If this is their aim, 
and if they are successful in putting it over, then 
the “sacred-cow” will soon “go dry,” as a vast 
majority of Southern Presbyterians will then de- 
signate their gifts to our own and other evan- 
gelical agencies. —H.B.D. 


sean 
NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 


Our office force has been literally swamped for 
the past few weeks with the many new and re- 
newal subscriptions that have been coming in. If 
you have sent in your renewal and your paper 
label has not been changed, please bear with us 
for another month before writing us about it. If 
you have not sent in your renewal, please do so 
at once and save us the extra work and expense 
of mailing you another notice. It is not our desire 
to stop the paper of anyone who cares to keep on 
receiving it. On the other hand, yours may have 
been a gift subscription from someone else and 
you may not want to renew it. In that case, won’t 
you please write us and we will follow your wishes 
in the matter. The WPB ruling on magazine paper 
usage makes it necessary for us to keep our sub- 
scription list as nearly up to date as possible. 
Please co-operate with us by giving this matter 
your immediate attention. 
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Myth Or Mystery 

At a Keswick convention, Dr. Graham Scroggie 
of Edinburgh spoke at one of the sessions on the 
text, “In the volume of the book it is written of 
me.” Among other things, he said that “modern 
critics tell us that Genesis is a myth and Reve- 
lation a mystery.” He then asked, “I wonder who 
it was that inspired that theory?” 

A voice in the tent shouted out, “The devil!’ 
“Quite right,” exclaimed Dr. Scroggie, “and I 
will tell you why the devil is so anxious to get rid 
of Genesis and Revelation; because in Genesis 
his sentence is declared and in Revelation it is 
executed.” 

If the first book of the Bible is a myth, then 
the fact of Satan and pronouncement of his judg- 
ment is a myth. If the first book of the Bible is 
a myth, then the last book of the Bible is a 
mystery, and the execution of Satan and sentence 
pronounced upon him is as mystical in the last 
book of the Bible as it was mythical in the first 
book of the Bible. This reduces the Bible to the 
legendary and the ordinary, and classes it with 
the fabulous and the folklore of the heathen, and 
this is, as Dr. Scroggie suggests, the delight of 
the devil. 

We are fully convinced that all destructive 
higher criticism and all modern rationalism are 
of satanic origin. They are of the devil. There 
may be some embracing it who do not personally 
intend to be defamatory, but they are neverthe- 
less deceived and deluded. “It is of the devil” are 
strong words, but they cannot be ultimately over- 
thrown. It is a “wicked spirit” that claims to be 
an intellectual spirit and declares Genesis and 
Revelation to be in turn mythical and mystical. 

—Leon Tucker, in The Fellowship News. 
Quoted in The Covenanter Witness. 
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Is Calvanism A Hindrance to Evangelism? 


By Rev. Oscar E. Sanden“ 


This question has been raised repeatedly, not 
so much by those outside the Presbyterian Com- 
munion, as within. At a historical meeting, 
the General Assembly of 1938, at Meridian, 
Mississippi, the question came to the floor, in 
reference to the advisability of a change in the 
Standards. One brother, arguing for a modifi- 
cation of the Creed, advanced, among other postu- 
lates, the objections to our present statement on 
Predestination, that “it is a hindrance to evangel- 
ism” and “a discouragement to prayer.” Surely 
such an opinion warrants our attention, at least 
for the moment, however ably answered on the 
floor of the Assembly. Is it enough to use again 
the appeal to history, and say that Calvinism 
has found its expression in the sermons of the 
greatest evangelistic preachers of all times, Knox, 
Makemie, Edwards, Whitefield, Tennant, Daniel 
Baker, Torrey, Chapman, “Billy” Sunday, “Mel” 
Trotter and a host of others. It might be advanced 
that the particular success of these evangelistic 
preachers came in spite of their real or alleged 
Calvinistic theology—that they might have done 
better with a non-Calvinistic outlook. 


The scientific manner of approach to any prob- 
lem is that of direct research and experimentation 
—rather than an appeal to authority. Let us 
approach this serious charge against’ Calvin by 
going to Calvin himself. While the author knows 
of nothing that so stirs his soul as a rereading of 
the Second Book of the “Institutes,” he is well 
aware of an aversion to Calvin’s purported re- 
stricting the appeal of the Gospel. Our best 
answer is to let the “Institutes” speak their own 
language. The Second Book is devoted to the 
setting forth of the Saviorhood of Christ. Here 
is a solid, concise, yet thorough representation of 
an adequate Savior, the Christ of the Bible. The 
discussion of the first part of the Apostolic Creed, 
on the knowledge of God the Creator, being fin- 
ished, is followed by another, on the knowledge 
of Christ the Redeemer, which is the subject of 
the Second Book.” 

The other view—the human _ developmental 
theory—has been the near-death blow to evangel- 
ism. Why preach a Savior if men are not actually 
in need of one? Calvin is saying: you need a 
Savior; there is a Savior; you may have that 
Savior. At the root of man’s lost state is sin— 
the sin of infidelity and disobedience to God. This 
cannot be overemphasized. Calvin, unlike many 
moderns, makes no light of original sin. “Though 
the transgressions of our first parents was not 
simple apostacy; they were also guilty of the re- 
proaches against God, in consenting to the 
calumnies of Satan, who accused God of false- 
hood, envy and malignity.” “As the spiritual life 
of Adam consisted in a union to his Maker, so 
an alienation from him was the death of his soul 

. therefore the gate of life is closed against 
all who have not been regenerated.”’ Calvin is say- 
ing that regeneration, the new birth, life in Christ 
is the one thing that is essential; the one thing 
for which there is no substitute; the one thing 
‘earth cannot offer—it is the gift of God’s grace. 

Those who cannot follow Calvin in his views 
on “free will,” either through conviction, or 
ignorance of what Calvin actually says, might 
well hold their judgment in abeyance, as they 


observe accurately what he is contending for. 
Thoroughness of investigation is an accepted 
principle in the modern scientific approach to any 
challenging question. Calvin is saying that among 
all animals, man alone is free—yet, because of 
sin, he is peculiarly enslaved. He needs a liberator 
to extricate him from this bondage, one who has 
demonstrated the power over sin, in his own per- 
son. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
He hath anointed me . . . to preach deliverance 
to the captives . . . to set at liberty them that are 
bruised.” ‘‘Adam has taught us, by his own 
example, how miserable free will is, unless God 
give us both will and power.’”’ What would become 
of us, asks Calvin, if grace were imparted to us 
only in that small proportion that we will it? 
“Mercy prevents the unwilling, that he may will; 
it follows the willing, that he may not will in 
vain.”’ He contends that our liberty is subject to 
the will of God, all the more reason why we 
should preach God’s good will to men! Then 
follows one of the most masterful arguments, 
that might well be considered by the present day 
phycholoegists, who speak of religion ‘‘as a refuge 
for weak minds’”—‘That your mind depends on 
the influence of God, than on the liberty of your 
own choice, you must be constrained to conclude, 
whether you are willing or not, from this daily ex- 
perience, that in affairs of perplexity your judg- 
ment and understanding frequently fail; that in 
undertakings not arduous, your spirits languish; 
on the other hand, in things the most obscure, 
suitable advice is immediately offered; in things 
great and perilous, your mind proves superior to 
every difficulty. Thus the observation of Solomon, 
‘The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the Lord 
hath made both of them.’” 

Calvin faces the sin question and its inevitable 
consequences; it is therefore that he can present 
the Christ cure. By boasting our merits, we are 
excluded from grace; by confessing our sins, we 
gain divine forgiveness, through Christ’s all- 
sufficient atonement. God does not mock our 
impotence, but hastens to our rescue. If He en- 
joins of us the impossible, He gives us grace to 
perform it. To will is from nature; to will good is 
from grace. 


“Grace, grace, God’s graee, 

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
Grace, grace, God’s grace, 

Grace that is greater than all our sin.” 


“Hence it appears that the grace of God, in the 
sense in which this word is used when we treat 
of regeneration, is the rule of the Spirit for di- 
recting and governing the human will. The will is 
not destroyed by grace, but rather repaired. Let 
men rake together their testimonies from every 
quarter, it yet remains that redemption for lost 
men is to be found in Christ. Wherefore, though 
the preaching of the cross is not agreeable to 
human reasoning, we ought, nevertheless, to em- 
brace it with all humility . .. the hope of all the 
pious has never been placed anywhere but in 
Christ.” Faith is the medium by which we are 
spiritually ingrafted into the body of Christ. 
What a wonderful Savior—‘“For the Son of God 
miraculously descended from heaven, yet in such 
a manner that he never left heaven; he chose to 
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be miraculously conceived in the womb of the 
Virgin, to live on the earth, and to be suspended 
on the cross; and yet he never ceased to fill the 
Universe in the same manner as from the be- 
ginning.” Men today—as in Calvin’s day—“‘lay 
hold of the properties of his humanity, to destroy 
his Divinity; on the other hand, they catch at the 
attributes of his Divinity, to destroy his hu- 
manity.”” No better answer can be given to refute 
these errors, than the answer given by Calvin— 
perhaps the most masterful of all protestant, 
doctrinal statements—“‘We confess that Christ is 
called ‘the Son’ in his human nature, not as the 
faithful are, merely by adoption and grace, but 
the true and natural, and therefore the only Son; 
that by this character he may be distinguished 
from all others. For we, who are regenerated to 
a new life, are honored by God with the title of 
Sons; but the appellation of ‘his true and only be- 
gotten Son’ he gives to Christ alone.” 


Christ must be found among us, not only in 
name, but in reality. The Church’s one foundation 
is Jesus Christ her Lord. ““Whenever we hear that 
Christ is armed with eternal power, let us re- 
member, that this is the bulwark which supports 
the perpetuity of the Church.” “Our King will 
never desert us, but will assist our necessities, till 
having completed the term of our warfare, we 
shall be called to the triumph; for the rule of his 
government is, to communicate to us whatever he 
has received of the Father. Now since he furnishes 
and arms us with his power, adorns us with his 
beauty and magnificence, and enriches us with his 
wealth, hence we derive most abundant cause for 
glorying, and even confidence, to enable us to con- 
tend with intrepidity against the devil, sin, and 
death. In the last place, since clothed with his 
righteousness, we may boldly rise superior to all 
reproaches of the world; and as he liberally re- 
plenishes us with his favors, so we ought on our 
part to bring fruit to his glory.” 


There is necessity for the atonement—the inter- 
vention of God’s mercy. “The name JESUS was 
given him, not rashly or by fortuitous accident, 
or by the will of men, but was brought from 
heaven by the angel, the herald of the supreme 
decree, and also with this reason annexed to it; 
for he shall SAVE his people from their sins.” 
“There are no charms in any discourse, where his 
voice is not heard.” 


“For notwithstanding we are sinners through 
our own fault, yet we are still his creatures; 
notwithstanding we have brought death upon our- 
selves, yet he had ¢reated us for life. Thus, by 
a pure, and gratuitous love towards us, he is ex- 
cited to receive us into favor. But if there is a 
perpetual and irreconcilable opposition between 
righteousness and iniquity, he cannot receive us 
entirely, as long as we remain sinners. Therefore 
to remove all occasion of enmity, and to reconcile 
us completely to himself, he abolishes all our guilt, 
by the expiation exhibited in the death of Christ, 
that we, who are polluted and impure, may appear 
righteous and holy in his sight. The love of God 
the Father, therefore, precedes our reconciliation 
in Christ.” 


“Facing shame and scoffing rude, 
In our place condemned He stood, 
Sealed our pardon, with His blood 
Hallelujah, what a Savior!” 


“Had he been assassinated by robbers, or 


murdered in a popular tumult, in such a death 
there would have been no appearance of satis- 
faction. But when he is placed as a criminal before 
the tribunal, when he is accused and overpowered 
by the testimony of witnesses, and by the mouth 
of the judge condemned to die, we understand 
from these circumstances that he sustained the 
character of a malefactor.” Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. . . . “When 
Seripture exhibits the method of redemption, it 
so often makes mention of blood; though the 
blood shed by Christ has not only served as an 
atonement to God, but likewise as a laver to purge 
away our pollutions.” ... “Next follows his resur- 
rection from the dead, without which all we have 
said before, would be incomplete.” We derive the 
benefits from his resurrection; and contemplate 
that which follows, his ascension into heaven. 
“Hence faith receives many advantages.” “Ought 
not Christ to have suffered, and to enter into his 
glory?” 


Though we feel that in the above paragraphs 
Calvin sets forth the Saviourhood of Christ suf- 
ficiently to stir any careful reader to a great de- 
sire to proclaim His saving grace, we have not 
taken up the bone of contention, with which we 
set out to deal. This subject, offensive to many, 
will be found under the general head of “Election” 
in chapters twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three, 
and twenty-four of Book III. Here Calvin sets 
forth the doctrine, confirms it with Scriptural 
testimonies, refutes the calumnies generally, but 
unjustly, urged against this doctrine, and further 
elucidates the subject by the confirmation of the 
Divine call. It is not our province to defend the 
doctrine, for in the passages cited, Calvin has al- 
ready done that. Our principal interest in this 
matter arises from the objection that the doctrine 
of the election invalidates much of the evangelistic 
effectiveness of the foregoing passages on the re- 
demptive character of Christ. 


This doctrine of Election is in harmony with 
the Sovereignty of God, the first subject for 
discussion in this treatise. One might profitably 
reread Romans 8:29-39, the passage which com- 
forted Calvin in his dying hour. Verse twenty- 
eight might well be illustrated by the process of 
weaving. God is the Master Weaver. Weaving is a 
process in which the threads are formed into a 
fabric, by interlacing them with cross threads. 
The warp extends from end to end of the fabric, 
while the interlacing thread is known as the woof. 
This process is carried on by a craftsman, on a 
device known as the loom. The crossing and re- 
crossing of the web is done by means of shuttle. 
Some one has paraphrased it— 


“My life is but a weaving, 
Between my Lord and me; 

I cannot choose the colors, 

He worketh steadily. 

Oftimes He weaveth sorrow, 
And I, in foolish pride, 

Forget He sees the upper, 
And I, the underside. 

Not till the loom is. silent, 

And the shuttles cease to fly, 
Will He unroll the canvas, 
And explain the reason why. 
The dark threads are as needful 
In the weaver’s skillful hand, 
As the threads of gold and silver, 
In the pattern He has planned,” 
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The design and pattern was in the heart of 
God, before the foundation of the world. “And 
God said, ‘Let there be’ .. . ‘and there was.’ ” 
Before He created, He had conceived the design. 
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus, unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained, that we should walk in them.” Nature 
gives evidence of God’s artistic skill, from the 
tiniest snowflake to the flaming sunset—if the 
incidentals of this temporal abode reveal such 
beauty as that, what shall not all eternity display? 
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, what God has 
in store. Paul was given a glimpse of the beauties 
of the third heaven, but could not give human ex- 
pression to the sight. The loom on which God 
weaves is this created universe. He has constructed 
the loom—the world is the arena of His labors. 
What does it matter then whether we are near 
the edge in obscurity, or nearer the centre in 
great prominence, just so we are in His design? 
We may be on obscure farms, or in the deep 
mines, or out on the sea, or in the air—what 
matters it, asks Calvin, if we are in His plan? 
The strands of the warp, from end to end, repre- 
sent Predestination. Let us give God credit for 
having something in mind. Many, who do not call 
Him their heavenly Father, at least ascribe to Him 
Supreme Intelligence. Shall we not attribute to 
Him as much forethought as to a human weaver? 
The raw material are our lives’ experiences—“all 
things.” God is not only the best explanation to 
our happenings, says Calvin, but the only explana- 
tion. If God is not in your sorrow, your tragedy, 
your loss, then what avails your carrying on? 
Some of these raw strands look pretty ragged, but 
He knows how to weave them in. Sometimes they 
are so frail they break, and others must replace 


them. Again, they never seem to end. The woof, 
the cross strands of the weft, constitute our 
biographies. Our lives are back and forth, up and 
down, in and out, intermingling with other lives 
and experiences in order that the combination 
may prove to be events in God’s scheme of things, 
Only as we have contact with other lives is there 
a significant coloring to our own. Why must I 
be plagued thus? is a common question. In order 
that others may be blessed. Why must my life be 
down so often? In order that the right pattern 
may result. This is the interpretation of Universal 
History, says Calvin. Let us leave the weaving to 
Him! His selecting of the strand is Election— 
“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you.” 
The shuttle seems to fly, but the weaver’s sharp 
eye is upon us. “I will guide thee with mine eye.” 
There is a plan for every life, and there is indi- 
vidual, as well as universal direction and guidance. 
The weaver seeks to make use of all he can—“It 
is not God’s will that any should perish.” Calvin 
faces the lamentable fact which is only too ob- 
vious, that many lives, after all, do not fit into 
the heavenly design. It is sad, but it is true. And 
Calvin is honestly calling attention to it. 


I offer it as my personal testimony, that I 
account for the stability of my faith, while en- 
gaged in intensive scientific studies in two great 
State Universities, to my Calvinistic training; and 
it is my further conviction, after incessant labors 
as evangelist among College students, that the 
Calvinistic theology proves a reinforcement to an 
evangelistic appeal, conducted on a modern, scien- 
tific technique. 


*De Ridder, La. 








A. W. O. L. 


Absent Without Leave 
By Rev. Samuel McPheeters Glasgow, D.D.* 


“Then Jonathan said to David, . . . thou shalt 
be missed, because thy seat will be empty.” 

—(I Samuel 20:18.) 

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether, as the manner of some is.” 

—(Hebrews 10:25.) 

Absent without leave. Immediately the question: 
Well, what of it? Am I not free? No, not in the 
sense that we may do as we please in all matters. 
We are only free to do right. Our liberty of 
action is limited by our commitments. I, as the 
Minister of the Independent Presbyterian Church, 
when 11:30 comes Sunday morning, am not free 
to go off to Tybee for a day of recreation. I 
have certain commitments, obligations, willingly 
assumed, clearly understood, and binding. 

And there is an added compulsion to our sub- 
ject: A.W.O.L. This is a military term, and the 
very life of an army is found in its discipline. 
Obedience is the first law of military training and 
development. This principle also runs all through 
life. An old philosopher once said to me “Liberty 
is willing subjection to legitimate authority.” So, 
we see life is limited by obligation and commit- 
ments which we have assumed. “Then Jonathan 
said to David . . . thou shalt be missed, because 


thy seat will be empty.” 


1. A.W.O.L. in the Army. Furloughs mean much 
to our men and officers. They look forward to 
the day of leave. But mark you, often times, re- 
turning to camp, they will leave home and loved 
ones, so precious, a day early in order that they 
may be sure to arrive at their place of service on 
time. It’s a serious breach of discipline to be ab- 
sent without leave. 

The Army expects its soldiers to be present 
when they are due, and present when they are 
called. This is fundamental. There can be no sturdy 
discipline in the army and navy of our nation 
without it. 

You will notice in the press accounts of the 
few soldiers who have been caught in crime that 
almost without exception they were A.W.O.L. This 
is really one of the ABC’s of military life. And 
one of the most familiar military expressions in 
our nation today. 

2. A.W.O.L. in Industry. The press has been 
loaded with the accounts, the dire accounts, of 
absenteeism in industry. With the whole nation 
stirred to its utmost production, there is a wave 
of national anger that rises when there occurs 
unnecessary absenteeism. 








oat oft oh ao Gf Gh ete 











May 1944 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 11 





The soldiers say they have a job to do and 
plan to see it through. Certainly each of us in 
this nation has a job to do, particularly in war 
industry. When the wheels slow down or stop and 
the machines cease to fabricate our needed 
weapons, it. means man hours lost and men’s lives 
sacrificed. We are all inter-dependent in these 
days and A.W.O.L. in industry is no small or 
inconsequential matter. 


3. A.W.O.L. From Home. It seems strange that 
such an indictment is necessary. America has been 
a land of homes and has been great in that it 
was a land of Christian homes. Mr. Hoover, head 
of the F. B. I., fastens the tragic delinquency of 
youth to the absence of parents from home and 
to the absence of home discipline and guidance 
on the part of the parents in the home. It is a 
twice told tale to declare that nothing is more 
fundamental to our life than for the parents to 
be present in the home and to be in charge, and 
thus to have the home marked by order, discipline, 
understanding, love, and peace. 


If children return to an empty house, they do 
not stay there. And where they go is a funda- 
mental concern, not only to them but to their 
parents, the community, and the nation. They do 
not always discriminate. They find friends that 
often out-rank the parents in influence and power. 


The church can only do its best in salvaging life 
that has been neglected by the home. The State 
can only warn and punish. The home alone can 
solve the problem of the future in the life of 
the youth of today. 


Recently, Paul Mallon, gifted columnist, in our 
press, answers a shallow solution of the youth 
problem by saying: It is not more and better recre- 
ations that will solve the matter of youth char- 
acter, but better example in the home, more re- 
straint, discipline and guidance in the home. 


A Godly home, with Godly parents, is the only 
hope of building a Godly nation and a Godly 
world. 


4. A.W.O.L. From School. We hardly need to 
pause here. Every educator knows that unless 
children attend school, they can not secure an edu- 
cation. Regularity in attendance is fundamental 
and essential, so much so that one of the officers 
of the school system is a truant officer. And our 
schools are builded upon the accepted formula 
— the children will be present during the school 
our. 


5. A.W.O.L. From Church:—God’s Worship, 
communion with one another in a holy place, 
under the claims of the Word of God. “Then 
Jonathan said to David . .. thou shalt be missed, 
because thy seat will be empty.” “Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the man- 
ner of some is.” 


The church is a voluntary organization. There 
is no compulsion in this land in which we live con- 
cerning our religious declarations and acceptances. 
Yet when we join the church, we take a solemn 
vow, in the presence of God and of our fellow- 
members: a vow of faithfulness and devotion, of 
service and attendance. So often this hour is at- 
tended by the fervency of a first love and by the 
deep impressions of our first communion, and by 
our early enthusiasm for this heart-passion. But 
soon, with many, we begin to slip, to sleep on 
Sunday morning, to follow the example of father 





and stay away from church and let mother go 
alone; or we follow the example of father and 
mother and skip church altogether. Social gather- 
ings crowd in, other interests preempt the day, 
and the church is forgotten. 


While there are many who would love best of 
all to come to the church were they able, who 
cannot come due to infirmities or limitations; yet, 
the falling away in church attendance in many 
cases is tragic. 


In our church service there is a Christian wel- 
come, Christian worship, and the Christian Word 
of Life. Here we come to hear the things of 
God, that our souls may be cleansed afresh and to 
rededicate ourselves to life’s highest purposes. No 
marvel that when attendance ceases, the work of 
the church sags, its life is marked by weakness 
and sickness, and confusion arises in the minds of 
those outside that so lightly the members of this 
organization value their vows. 


Some one has said if we should attend a family 
meeting, where the family lawyer was going to 
read the will of an uncle whom we knew had 
named us in his will, we would not be critical of 
his voice or manner. We would be listening for 
what the will had of promise or profit for us. 


While we must admit that our church services 
and sermons are not at all times what we would 
like for them to be, yet, Beloved, we can meet 
God in the church and find a new light, a new 
hope , a new peace, a new power. 


Everybody loses when we are absent: We 
lose; we miss an appointment with God. Our fel- 
low-members suffer loss; they miss our presence, 
and the inspiration of our fellowship. God’s Church 
and Kingdom suffer, because we are not present. 


We do not treat other organizations in this 
fashion. Our mid-day service clubs are based upon 
attendance, and many of them have by-laws by 
which automatically membership is cancelled ‘f 
there is constant absence. 


Is it because the church has no penalty or fine 
that we so lightly treat so holy and blessed a 
place and privilege? If we miss our spiritual food 
we shall sag in our spiritual health. If we do not 
meet our supplies, the campaign, so far as it de- 
pends upon us, can not be successful. How else 
can we be ready for life and its constantly increas- 
ing demands unless we have regularly “A word 
with the Commander” and an hour of worship, of 
joyous praise, and of Bible study? 


Recently in one of our church calendars there 
was this message: “The Greatest Path. The great- 
est path in the world is from your door to the 
door of your church. If all of us faithfully use 
this path, the nation would be safe, crime subside, 
business prosper, and all hearts have peace. This 
ye was made by the Saviour of men for the sons 
of men.” 


I was struck by this thought in a soldier’s letter. 
He was writing from the bleak and dangerous 
areas at the front, a strange land and language 
and nostalgic thoughts were stirring his heart. He 
was speaking of the new value which he now felt 
for the Sunday service and the worship in the 
church; and how it was hard to understand how 
those who could go would fail to embrace so high 
and holy an opportunity. 

I was recently talking to one of our Godly 
members, a woman who had taught Sunday School 
for many years. She said, “I had a class of girls. 
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And I said to them, ‘Now girls, there is just one 
thing which I want to request of you. That is, 
attend, attend the class. If your clothes are not 
what you would want them to be, or what others 
have, don’t let that affect your attendance; if you 
do not have as much offering as you would like 
to give, do not let that control. If you do not have 
time always to study your lessons, do not let that 
keep you away. Just one thing I ask—attend the 
class regularly’.’’ 


God is looking for His redeemed children. God 
is scanning the empty pews in thousands of our 
churches. God, who at such cost has given life 
to men, has opened the doors of His church and 
foundationed it upon His own blessed Son: is 
amazed when our seat is vacant in His house, on 
His holy day, and at the hour of worship. 


Mr. Alexander, a prominent Kentucky citizen, 












was once paid a visit by Theodore Roosevelt, then 
President of the United States. Mr. Roosevelt 
arrived on Sunday morning and was met by Mr, 
Alexander’s carriage and his man. He was taken 
to Mr. Alexander’s home. A little later, Mr. Alex- 
ander appeared and greeting the President said: 
“T was sorry, Mr. President, not to meet you at the 
station. But I have an engagement of long stand- 
ing and holy value on Sunday mornings at eleven 
o’clock.” To this Mr. Roosevelt replied: “I am 
proud to have as my friend a man who puts his 


obligations to Almighty God above his obligations 
to his President.” 


Such citizens insure the Republic’s safety and 


they hold in their hands the future of the Church 
of Christ. 


és *Independent Presbyterian Church, Savannah, 
a. 





The Duty Of A Christian-A Good Citizen 
In Time Of War 


By Rev. Melton Clark, D.D.* 


By way of introduction I want to call your 
attention to an article which appeared in a news- 
paper, the “Daily Oklahoman.” The article was 
republished in “The Anniston Star,’? December 7, 
1943. 


“In the years immediately preceding this out- 
burst of carnage a wave of pacifism swept the 
country. It was then that we heard earnest stu- 
dents saying that they never would fight in any 
war whatsoever. We also heard church councils 
declaring that never again would they support war. 

“Now we are in the greatest of all the wars and 
we are supporting that war with an unanimity 
that has never been surpassed in America. Those 
who never would go to war are going. The churches 
that never would support a war are supporting 
this one. The change of sentiment is as intriguing 
as it is significant. And now in the midst of the 
hottest fighting the Sunday Schools are called to 
study a lesson based upon the sixth of the com- 
mandments, “Thou shalt not kill.” 

“It is no easy matter for the sincere Christian 
to reconcile military service with obedience to 
the Sixth Commandment. In fact there can be no 
such reconciliation if the Commandment is abso- 
lute and all comprehensive. If the Commandment 
means that life shall never be taken in any circum- 
stances whatsoever, military service unquestion- 
ably is a violation of the divine law.” 

“But man never has considered the prohibition 
of the Sixth Commandment absolute. Neither does 
Holy Writ consider the law absolute. The Scrip- 
tures are filled with exceptions. 

“If we were to accept the Sixth Commandment 
as absolute when crazy killers are on the prowl, 
no man and no family would be safe. If society re- 
fused to afford protection from murder to those 
who are incapable of protecting themselves, 
anarchy would speedily supplant all law and so- 
ciety itself could not long survive. If nations re- 
fused to protect themselves from aggression they 
would perish speedily and the Christian nations 
would be the first to die. And if citizens generally 
should refuse military service on the ground that 





the Sixth Commandment is absolute, the nation 
would quickly die for lack of defenders. 

“There would be no better way to make murder 
a universal pastime and render human life value- 
less than to deny to the individual the right to 
defend himself and deny to society the right to 
punish capital offenders. And nothing would de- 
stroy Christianity more quickly and more cer- 
tainly than a universal pacifism. The nations that 
neither know nor fear God would quickly destroy 
the last vestige of Christianity if all of those who 
know the ten commandments should refuse to take 
life in defense of their civilization.”—(end quote) 


I want to take issue with the whole trend of 
thought in this newspaper article. It is a very 
perfect illustration—first ,of the perplexity which 
exists in the minds of many earnest people in con- 
nection with the interpretation of God’s law and 
the call to take up arms to fight in the defense 
of one’s country, and second, of the ignorance and 
loose thinking of a great many people who write 
and speak on this general subject. 

The question is asked—“Is it right for a man 
to respond to a eall of his country, to wear the 
uniform, to go to war, to use a gun, to fight, to 
kill?” As we think of this question the Sixth Com- 
mandment (Ex. 20:13; Deut. 5:17; Mat. 5:21; 
Rom. 13:9) stands out.as an obstacle. In connec- 
tion with this sixth commandment I want to call 
your attention to the facts. In the Hebrew of the 
Old Testament there are ten different words which 
express the idea of taking a life—killing. I would 
sight you to the following instances in the Old 
Testament—Ex. 2:14; Deut. 12:15; Ex. 22:1; 
Isaiah 29:1; Gen. 37:31; Num. 14:15; Gen. 4:15; 
Judges 20:39; Job 24:14; Ex. 20:13; and Deut. 
6:17. I have sighted eleven references. Five of 
these references express the idea of slaughter of 
cattle, whether for food or for sacrifice. Four ref- 
erences express the idea of manslaughter, either 
in battle or in an act of self-defense. The last two 
references—Ex. 20:13; Deut. 5:17—give us the 
sixth commandment and the Hebrew word used is 
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different from the words used in the previous nine 
references. The Word is Murder. In the New Tes- 
tament there are six different words that express 
the idea of killing—Luke 22:2; Mat. 10:21; Acts 
26:21; Mat. 22:4; Rev. 6:4; and Mat. 5:21. The 
first five words in the references referred to ex- 
press the idea of taking life. The last refers to the 
Greek word “foneuo,” which is the one word out 
of the six which means murder. When the sixth 
commandment is used in the New Testament this 
word is used. (See Mat. 5:21; Mark 10:19; Luke 
18:20; James 2:11; and Romans 13:9.) 


In the sixth commandment Moses uses the one 
word, of the ten possible words which refer to 
the general idea of killing,—the one word which 
means murder. Jesus, of the possible six words 
that express the idea of killing, used the one word 
that means murder. A misunderstood word may 
upset a whole life philosophy. It was an unfor- 
tunate translation to render the sixth command- 
ment as we find it in our translation. Clearly both 
Moses and Christ and the writers of the New 
Testament said “Thou Shalt Do No Murder.” The 
commandment is so rendered by Moulton in the 
“Modern Readers’ Bible’? and so also by James 
Moffatt in his “New Translation of the New 
Testament.” 


Murder is a special form of killing. It is born 
in a personal passion, and expresses hate, revenge, 


greed, jealousy, and fear. Murder is premeditated 
action. 


We believe in capital punishment. The courts 
and judges on the benches of our land do not sin 
when a criminal has had a fair trial and is con- 
demned to death. 


I take it that there is not a man amongst us 
who does not believe in law and order. It is an 
accepted fact that if there is to be a law on the 
statue books of our state or nation, there must be 
a penalty attached for the violation of that law. 
It naturally follows that there must be officers 
of the law to carry out the provisions of the law. 
We believe in a police force to maintain order 
and to protect life and property in our communi- 
ties. We extend this force to officers of the law 
who patrol our highways and enforce laws, and 
protect life and property. These officers of the 
law known as policemen wear a uniform and are 
authorized to bear arms. The policemen does 
not murder when he shoots the criminal to protect 
life and property. 


_ Let me digress at this point to remind you that 
it is man’s duty to protect his home. It is my 
solemn conviction that if my home should be in- 
vaded by one bent on lawlessness, I would not 
take his life to protect my own life—I would 
rather die than have the blood of my fellow man 
on my hands—but if my wife or daughter or any 
dependent woman were in the house, I would kill 
the invader as quickly as I would kill a rattle- 
snake. I feel that no man has a right to call him- 
self a man and a Christian who would not pro- 
tect the weak and defenseless when their lives are 
in jeopardy. And I believe He has authority from 
God to go to the extent of taking the offenders’ 
life to protect the weak and the helpless. 


_ Furthermore, as a nation it is deemed wise and 
right to maintain a standing army to protect the 
lives of our citizens, the institutions of our na- 
tions, and the bounds of our territory. This right 
and duty to maintain a force to protect life and 


property is clearly set forth in the Scriptures. In 
Ex. 32. Moses having received the two tables 
of the Law from the hand of God returns to the 
camp of Israel. He finds the people worshipping 
a molten image of a calf. He breaks the two 
tables, and destroys the calf image. Then he cries 
out “whoso is on the Lord’s side let him come to 
me.” And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves 
together unto him. And Moses said “Thus saith 
Jehovah, put ye every man his sword upon his 
thigh to go to and fro from gate to gate through- 
out the camp and slay every man” and about 3,000 
men fell that day. Moses said “consecrate your- 
selves today unto Jehovah that He may bestow 
upon you a blessing.” 


When Joshua led God’s people into the promised 
land, he carried out the command of God in estab- 
lishing six cities of refuge. (Numbers 35). Three 
of these cities were located on the east side of 
Jordan, and three on the west, and in both east 
and west one city was in the north, one in south, 
and one in the center that they might be ac- 
cessible to all citizens. The provision was that if 
a man should slay a fellow man, he might flee 
to a city of refuge to escape the avenger. Then 
in due process of time he was brought before the 
court and tried. The cities of refuge guaranteed 
him sanctuary unti! “the stand before the congre- 
gation for judgment.” If he was adjudged guilty, 
he was to be executed. 


There can be no question in the mind of anyone 
who accepts the Bible as the very word of God 
and who believes that the Bible is the inspired 
word of God in both the Old and New Testament 
that God authorizes the taking of human life. 
Moses repeatedly ordered Israel to go to war. 
God directed the battles. An interesting account 
of that fact is found in the 17th chapter of 
Exodus when Joshua is commanded by Moses to 
choose men and go and fight with Amalek. Moses 
says he will stand on the top of the hill with 
the rod of God in his hand. “And it came to pass, 
when Moses held up his hand, that Israel pre- 
vailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek 
prevailed. But Moses hands were heavy; and they 
took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat 
thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, 
the one on the one side, and the other on the 
other side; and his hands were steady until the 
going down of the sun. And Joshua discomfited 
Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. 
And Jehovah Said unto Moses, write this for a 
memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears 
of Joshua; for I will utterly put out the remem- 
brance of Amalek from under heaven. And Moses 
built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovah 
—nissi.” (that is Jehovah is my banner). 


I would call your attention to the sixth chapter 
of Joshua which tells us of the taking of the city 
of Jericho, and the utter distruction of the in- 
habitants thereof. Read the fourth and fifth chap- 
ters of Judges and meditate upon the song of 
Deborah where this prophetess of the Lord calls 
down the condemnation of God upon those who 
remain in the watercourses of Reuben searching 
their hearts and resolving in their hearts, but 


refusing to go to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty. 


I think the real problem arises when we come 
to our Saviour’s words in the New Testament. 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Mat. 5-7, our 
Saviour repeatedly declares that he came not to 
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destroy the prophets, but to fulfill. It is in the 
38th verse of the 5th chapter that our Lord quotes 
Moses “an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth.” This reference is found in Ex. 21:24; Lev. 
24:20; Deut. 19:21. I have heard this Mosaic law 
characterized as barbarous and brutal—‘‘an eye 
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” But to the 
contrary all history does not show a more forward 
step in civilization than that which is marked by 
the introduction and establishment of this law. 
Up to this time an injured man was governed by 
a law of retaliation and revenge. Now Moses de- 
clares that the offended is to be brought before 
a court. Each of the three references indicate 
clearly the sitting of a duly authorized court and 
this law is to govern the judges in their con- 
clusions. Moses now declares that judges of duly 
authorized courts were to hear the evidence and 
pronounce their verdict ‘and the penalty is to fit 
the crime.” Our Lord goes on to say “and more- 
over I say unto you, resist not him that is evil, 
but whosoever smites thee on thy right cheek, turn 
to him the other also.’”’ I may be mistaken, of 
course, but I am of the impression that Pacifists 
build up their argument and come to their con- 
clusions from statements made in this portion of 
the Sermon on the Mount. In my judgment their 
conclusions are irrevelant and false. Jesus is say- 
ing that life is precious. We know that man is 
made in the image of God. Life is God’s great gift 
to man, and while one man may take the life of 
another, he can not restore it. In the 43rd and 
44th verses of chapter five Jesus is talking about 
hate and love. He indicates that hatred is wrong, 
and there should be love in our hearts for all men. 
He says love your enemies, pray for them that 
persecute you. 


It is a sound principle of interpretation that 
we must interpret Scripture by Scripture. The 
Scripture teaches that we must render loyal 
obedience to the state. There are three divine insti- 
tutions set forth in God’s word—the home—the 
state—and the church. Our Lord said (Mat. 
22:21) “Render unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesars and unto God the things that are God.” 
I call your attention to Romans 13:1-9. Here Paul 
is amplifying the truth spoken by Jesus in Mat. 
22:21. Rom. 138.2-11 “Therefore he that resisteth 
the power with-standeth the ordinance of God” vs. 
3 “for rulers are not a terror to the good work 
but to the evil.” Vs. 4 “for he is a minister of 
God to thee for good. But if thou do that which 
is evil be afraid, for he beareth not the sword in 
vain.” vs. 7. 


Recently our papers have reported the word of 
the “Peace now Movement.” This organization is 
charged with sending letters to leading church- 
men urging them to “request all the followers of 
Christ at once to lay down their arms and cease 
supporting the war.” The secretary of the move- 
ment declared, ‘“‘We would so much rather Chris- 
tians would be guilty of treason to this adminis- 
tration than guilty of treason to the Christ.” This 
is a glaring example of what logicans call the 
“Non sequitur.” There is every reason to believe 
that treason to our government in this terrible 
hour of war is treason to God. It is the duty of 
the Christian to respond to every legitimate de- 
demand of the nation. There is, of course, a limit 
beyond which the true Christian patriot cannot go. 
That limit is given in our “Confession of Faith,” 
“God alone is Lord of the Conscience.” Andrew 
Melville, of Scotland, spoke truly when he said to 


James First of England: ‘‘There are two kings and 
two kingdoms in Scotland. There is King James, 
the head of the Commonwealth, and there is Jesus 
Christ, the King of the Church. Where the com- 
mands of these two come into conflict the com- 
mand of Jesus is supreme.” 


I will defend the right of the “conscientious 
objector” to go his way while at the same time 
I condemn his conclusions as utterly false. Peter 
said (Acts 5:29) “‘We must obey God rather than 
man.” But let a man be sure he has the mind 
of the Spirit as his guide. “The Confession of 
Feith” with the authority of God’s word speaks to 
this point. Chap. 23 Sec. 2 p. 126. “It is lawful 
for Christians to accept and execute the office 
of a magistrate, when called thereunto; in the 
managing thereof, as they ought especially to 
maintain piety, justice and peace, according to 
the wholesome laws of each commonwealth, so, 
for that end, they may lawfully, now under the 
New Testament, wage war upon just and neces- 
sary occasions.” 


The press brings us news of a young pilot- 
preacher whose heart is sad and whose mind is 
confused because he does not understand aright 
the prohibition of the sixth commandment. 


Quote—“‘Allied Headquarters in Italy. March 
23. (AP)—A young American lay minister who 
pilots a Liberator bomber Wednesday expressed 
his personal attitude toward bombardments by 
asserting that “the cause of freedom is the cause 
of God.” The pilot is Lt. Norman O. Richards, 25, 
of Oakland, Calif., where he used to conduct serv- 
ices at the Montclair Presbyterian Church, al- 
though he is not an ordained minister. He leads 
church services Sunday night in the officers’ mess 
hall of the 14th Air Force Squadron in Italy.” 


‘“As one who preaches the gospel, Richards said, 
“I find myself perplexed. Here we are dropping 
death and destruction upon innocent people as 
well as the guilty, which is in direct disobedience 
of the commandment, “Thou shalt not kill.” 


_“T am aware of this and pray we shall be for- 
given our ignorance for not having the insight to 
solve today’s conflict except by fighting and 
killing. Therefore I am forced to do my utmost to 
fight for the preservation of what I believe is 


right. I know the cause of freedom is the cause 
of God.” 


There is no conflict, nor grounds for perplexity. 
This young pilot labors under a false impression 
due to the confusing and unfortunate rendering 
of the Hebrew word used in the sixth command- 
ment. If he knew that Ex. 20:13 should read 
“thou shalt do no murder” his mind and heart 
would be at rest. 


We respect the judge who sits robed with honor 
upon the bench, and when called upon fearlessly 
and faithfully orders the carrying out of the ver- 
dict of the jury. I place the mud smeared and 
blood stained soldier in North Africa, in Italy, 
and in the jungles of India and Burma who does 
his duty in obedience to the commands of his 
superior officer, on the equal place of honor 
with the Supreme Court Justice on the Bench. 


_*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, An- 
niston, Ala. , 





May 1944 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 15 





The Bible Is Sweeter Than Honey 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker* 


Texts: Ps. 19:10, “Sweeter also than honey.” 
Ps. 119:103, “Sweeter than honey to my mouth.” 
Ps. 81:16, “Honey out of the rock.” 


It is a common experience in travelling in Pales- 
tine to look up at some overhanging rocky cliff 
and see honey dripping from some cleft in the 
rock where the bees have swarmed and made a 
home. The psalmist uses this to illustrate the 
satisfying sweetness of the Word of God, sweetness 
which flows from the Power of God. 


Boreham tells the story of old Marjorie. In her 
girlhood days the sweetness of religion captivated 
her mind, but as she grew older and the trials 
and troubles and temptations came, it was the 
Power of religion that struck her. In her last days 
the two were mingled. “I have them both,” she 
said, “both the sweetness and the power.” Sweet- 
ness flowing from the power of God—‘“Honey out 
of rock.” 


Peace is sweet, but ALL peace is not sweet. To 
say “peace, peace, when there is no peace, is 
mockery. The peace of the slave or the prisoner 
is not sweet. Peace must have power behind it— 
Victory and Freedom. 


Rest is sweet, but ALL rest is not sweet. Rest 
without any shade or shield, or safety or pro- 
tection, is not sweet. The rest which comes from 
God is sweet because behind it and around it is 
the protecting Power of God. 


Hope is sweet, but hope which is only a mirage 
of the desert air is not sweet. It makes the heart 
sick as it vanishes away. But hope like a secure 
anchor is sweet, for it holds in the storm. 


Love is sweet, but not ALL love. Love which has 
no truth in it, soon turns to indifference, loathing, 
hatred. But the love of God is sweet for it comes 
from his holy and changeless character. 


Joy is sweet, but the laughter of fools and 
libertines and drunkards is not sweet. To be really 
sweet, joy must come from a pure heart. It must 
come from Heaven. 


Honey, “honey out of the rock,” is what we need. 
We find it in God’s Word. 


I. The forgiveness of the Bible is sweeter than 
honey. 


To men who really feel the need, nothing is 
sweeter than forgiveness. Some have never felt 
that need. The self-righteous Pharisee feels no 
need of forgiveness, nor the self-satisfied man 
of the world. The hardened sinner with seared 
conscience which is “past feeling,” does not know 
what the word means. 


But to those whose consciences have been 
aroused, who have been aroused from the sleep, 
the death, of sin: who realize the terrible character 
of sin and its awful consequences, it is sweet in- 
deed to hear these words, “son, daughter, thy sins 
are forgiven thee,” is the sweetest message their 
ears can hear. 

David was such a man when he heard Nathan 
say, “thy sin is forgiven”—Peter was another when 
he realized that he had been fully restored after 
his fall—the Publican was another as he smote 
upon his breast and cried, “God be merciful to me 
a sinner” and went down to his house justified— 
Paul was another as he realized that he, the chief 
of sinners had been freely forgiven. 

Sin is a disease, and it is sweet to be healed 
by the Great Physician; sin is a burden, and it is 


sweet to have that burden lifted; sin is rebellion, 
and it is sweet to know that reconciliation has 
been made; sin is death, and it is sweet to “pass 
from death to life.” ; 


The forgiveness of the Bible is full and complete, 
for it flows from the smitten Rock. It took all the 
power of God and the,wisdom of God to “be just 
and at the same time justify the ungodly.” To 
provide forgiveness. meant being wounded for our 
transgressions, being bruised for our iniquities; 
it meant that “by His stripes we are healed.” 


Sin is bitter; forgiveness is sweet; but never let 
us forget that He had to drink the bitter in order 
that we might have the sweet! This is honey in- 
deed, but honey dripping from the smitten Rock! 


Il. The friendship of the Bible is sweeter than 
honey. 


There are beautiful pictures of Friendships in 
the Bible. Enoch and Noah both “walked with 
God.” Abraham was called the friend of God. 
Moses talked with God face to face as a man talks 
with his friend. David and Jonathan were great 
friends. Daniel was greatly beloved of God. In 
Jesus and his disciples we have wonderful friend- 
ships. 

This world would be a sad place without friends, 
friends who know all about us and love us still; 
friends who help in time of need; friends who stick 
to us when even our kindred forsake us. Nothing 
can take the place of true friendship. Blest indeed 
be the tie that binds us together in such a sweet 
and blessed companionship! 


Some of us have “book-friends.” I remember 
one of my college mates wrote an article for our 
magazine on this topic. I have a few stories which 
I read over every once in a while—the “Rosary”— 
“Face Illumined”—‘“Barriers Burned Away”—and 
others. I have other books which I read again and 
again. 

The Bible is the best “Book-friend” a person 
can have. Blessed is that person who has it always 
by his side! “When thou goest, it shall lead thee; 
when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; when thou 
awakest, it shall talk with thee.” The Christian 
who has such a “Book-friend” will never be lonely. 
Ps the Bible leads to our Three-fold Friend— 

od. 


Our Heavenly Father is our Friend—“I have 
called thee by my name, thou art mine.” Our 
Savior is our Friend—“I have called you friends.” 
The Holy Spirit is our Friend, sent by Father 
and Son, “called along side to help,” our Comforter 
—the One who guides and teaches us all the way. 

This friendship of God with man is a costly 
thing, at least for God. Sin ruined the first friend- 
ship of God with man and man hid from God in 
fear and shame. God has been seeking man ever 
since. But there would be no fellowship between 
sin and holiness until something took place. That 
something was the cross. It is by His blood that 
peace between guilty man and a Holy God came. 

Again it is “Honey from the Rock”—Rock of 
Ages, cleft for me.” 


III. The sympathy of the Bible is sweeter than 
oney. 

Human sympathy is sweet, when it comes from 
the heart, and not merely a meaningless word on 
our lips. It means “to feel with” and we can only 
do that when we have passed the same way. 
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The Bible is a Book which “feels with us.” It 
deals with every day problems, everyday burdens 
and trials and afflictions, everyday needs of ordi- 
nary men and women. It is not some cold, far 
away book written for a few, but a book for com- 
mon people. The men who wrote it were men “of 
like passions” with us, and they express the deep 
longings of our souls. 

The God of the Bible “feels with us.” He knows 
our frame, that we are but dust; He knows our 
sorrows, and his heart is grieved for men; He 
knows our sin and still loves the sinner; Our God 
has a Father’s heart. 


Christ is the supreme example of sympathy. He 
became one of us, was touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities, tempted in all points like as 
we are. How often it is said, “He was moved with 
compassion”! He bore our sins and our sorrows, 
weeping with those who wept. 


“He knows all about our troubles’—How they 
used to love to sing that chorus and that hymn 
in the Mission in Lynchburg! 

Need I remind you that this is “Honey out of 
the Rock? In order to sympathize fully, we must 
pass that way. What it cost Him to pass this way, 
none of us will ever know, unless in eternity when 
we know far more than here. 


IV. The comfort of the Bible is sweeter than 
honey. 

What would God’s children do without God’s 
Book! How it has soothed and healed aching and 
broken and bleeding hearts! 

It brings Comfort in face of poverty—for many 
of God’s people are poor. 

Comfort in time of affliction for sickness and 
pain and suffering are the common experience of 
the righteous. 


Comfort in the hour of persecution, for the world 
= hates us and makes life miserable for many 
of us. 

Comfort in the hour of bereavement, for our 
homes are broken, our loved ones leave us, our 
friends part from us one by one. 

What would God’s people do without the 
Twenty-third Psalm, or the Fourteenth chapter 
of John, or the precious words in Second Corin- 
thians, First and Second Thessalonians and Revela- 
tion? These passages have been wet with the 
tears of God’s children for many centuries, and 
have eased the burdens of saints in every hour 
and every age of history. 

The God of the Bible is a “God of all comfort” 
and no lips ever spoke such words of sweetest 
comfort as our Savior when He said “Let not 
your heart be troubled.” 


But it is Comfort with a Foundation. All of the 
power of God is behind His Precious Promises to 
those who love Him. The God who cannot lie and 
who has never failed His People is back of the 
Sweetness of this Comfort. 

It is “Honey out of the Rock”! 


V. The sacrifice of the Bible is sweeter than 
honey. 

There is nothing sweeter than Sacrifice. We love 
the hands of mother for many reasons, but most 
of all because they are worn and hardened by toil 
for us, or even scarred in saving our lives. We 
love the memory of those who died for country, 
or home or faith, or loved ones. The path made wet 
by blood is the path that is sweetest to men, for 
this is the path of supreme love. “Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.” 


And yet there is a greater love and a greater 
sacrifice than this, for ““While we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us.” 


So the sacrifice of the Bible is sweeter than 
honey. 

In its Prophecy. Can you find sweeter words 
than the Fifty-third of Isaiah? 

In its Fulfillment. All four Gospels centre around 
the cross. His suffering and death. “Were you there 
when they crucified my Lord?” asks the great 
Spiritual and it is when we survey the wondrous 
cross that our hearts are melted to tears. 

In its Explanation. As Peter and Paul and John 
tells the blessed meaning of the Cross and when 
the light breaks upon our souls, then we can begin 
to see the sweetness of Salvation. 

In its Consummation. The sweetest song ever 
sung will be the song of Moses and the Lamb, 
sung by the millions of redeemed souls gathered 
around the throne. 

Ah, Yes, the Blood, the Sacrificial Blood, is the 
sweetest thing in the Bible—a sweet savor to God, 
and a sweet savor to men. 

Here—here, indeed, is “honey out of the Rock”— 
for it is no common blood that flows from Calvary, 
but the blood of the Son of God—Oh lead me to 
that Rock, that smitten Rock where I can find 
rest for my soul! 

How can we know that the Bible is sweeter than 
honey? Taste and see! No other way. A man 
once rather proudly said, “I have been through 
the Bible five times.” How many times has it been 
through you? was the reply. 

Taste and see today! 

Have you sinned? Taste and see that His for- 
giveness is sweeter than honey. 

Do you need a Friend? Walk and talk with Him. 

Is your heart sore and burdened? Let Him speak 
again to another wounded and bleeding soul. 

Come, Come, stand with me on the sweetest 
spot on earth, beneath His Cross, see the crown 
crushing His brow, the wounds in hands and feet 
and side, the Blood sweeter than honey flow trom 
His wounds, and say with me: 


“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small 
Love so amazing, so divine 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


“Had I a thousand hearts, Lord, they saould all 
be thine!” 


*Mount Mourne, N. C. 


Supper Not Sacrifice 


By Professor Anders Nygren, Of Lund, Sweden, 
In “Agape And Eros. II.11.478-9. 


In the Lord’s Supper Christ has instituted His 
testament—that is, He wills to give us His gift 
there. This gift the Paptists have turned into a 
sacrifice. But these two, sacrifice and_testa- 
ment are mutually exclusive. We give the former, 
the latter we receive. The former comes from 
us to God, the latter from God to us. In the 
Lord’s Supper it is God who in Christ descends to 
us, in the sacrifice of the Mass we try to ascend 
to Him. So the sacrifice of the Mass gives ex- 
pression to the false way of salvation, the Lord’s 
Supper to the true Way. In the Lord’s Supper 
there is given to us the forgiveness of sins; there 
we are met by God’s self-giving love, God’s Agape. 
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The Gospel Of The Resurrection 


By Saumel M. Zwemer* 


This article is a portion of Chapter VI in “Evan- 
gelism Today — Message Not Method,” of which 
an advance notice appears in our Journal. The 
book is copyrighted by F. H. Revell Company, 
and this material is used here by their 
permission and that of the author. 


Such a gospel is needed for the un-Christian 
world of our day and where men still hearken to 
prophets of neo-paganism. Algernon C. Swin- 
burne, for example, wrote: 


“From too much hope of living, 
From hope and fear set free, 
We thank with brief thanksgiving 

Whatever gods may be 
That no life lives for ever, 
That dead men rise up never, 
That even the weariest river 
Winds somewhere safe to sea.” 


More recently, Logan Pearsall Smith, an eminent 
literary critic, in his autobiography, Unforgotten 
Years, echoes the same sentiment: 


“We are indeed leaves that perish, as Homer 
told us long ago. I do not find that a fate to be 
regretted; to ask for a greater length of years 
would be to solicit the almost certainty of many 
miseries; and for any other form of being I feel no 
longing. All that I have read about what happens 
in a future existence makes the life beyond the 
grave seem an uncomfortable adventure. I have 
no desire for eternal bliss.’”’* 


We all remember the closing paragraph of 
Thackeray’s Vanity Fair. “Oh, vanity of vanity, all 
is vanity. Which of us is happy in this world, which 
of us is satisfied? Come, children, let us shut up 
the box of puppets for our play is played out.” 
That is the same religion as Omar Khayyam’s, the 
Persian agnostic: 


“?Tis all a chequer-board of nights and days, 
Where destiny with man for pieces plays. 
Hither and thither moves and mates and slays, 
And, one by one, back in the closet lays.” 


Feuerbach (1804-1872) said, “Man ist was man 
isst” (“we are what we eat’’). And his philosophy 
had distinct influence on Nietzsche, Marx, and 
others of our day. For Marx, as for Feuerbach, 
there exists no God. Man is not essentially distinct 
from the brute. Thinking is only a chemical pro- 
cess. Death is the end of all. 


There is only one answer to such paganism of 
the Orient and of the Occident. It is the Gospel 
of the Resurrection. Christ is risen and life for 
all men has taken on a new aspect—that of 
eternity! 


*Quoted by Professor Norman V. Hope in The 
Expository Times, April, 1943. 


Paul’s evangel was Christ crucified. He used 
“the preaching of the Cross’ as synonymous for 
Christianity’s message to the world (I Cor. 1:18). 
But Paul always linked the Resurrection to the 
Crucifixion (I Cor. 15:3-4). In this great chapter 
he states, “If Christ be not raised your faith is in 
vain; if Christ be not risen then is our preaching 
vain and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are 
found false witnesses of God” (vs. 13-15). The 
Resurrection of Christ confirms all He was and 
did and suffered for us on the Cross, sealing it 
with God’s approval and confirming it by the 
greatest miracle of history. ; 


A belief in the immortality of the soul was the 
highest attainment of pagan philosophy. Belief in 
the Resurrection of Christ and in our own resur- 
rection, because of Christ, is the ABC of Chris- 
tianity. Apart from the good news of the Resur- 
rection, there would have been no Apostolic band 
and no Christian Church. Nor will it do for us to 
follow liberalism and substitute a sort of “spiritual 
resurrection” for the Resurrection of Christ and 
the believer as described in the New Testament 
and affirmed in the Apostolic and Nicene Creeds 
of Christendom. By preaching the Resurrection we 
refer to a historic fact not a cunningly devised 
fable. We believe in Christ’s Resurrection on the 
authority of Christ Himself “by many infallible 
proofs for forty days” and by the command He 
gave His apostles after He arose from the dead. 
As Dorothy Sayers puts it in her plea for more 
dogmatic preaching: 


“Between Humanism and Christianity and be- 
tween Paganism and Theism there is no distinction 
whatever, except a distinction of dogma. That you 
cannot have Christian principles without Christ 
is becoming increasingly clear, because their 
validity as principles depends on Christ’s au- 
thority.” 


Anti-supernatural Humanism robs us not only 
of the Virgin birth and of the essential deity of 
our Saviour, but of the power of His Resurrection 
as weil. When men deny the Resurrection they can 
only preach Jesus of Nazareth as the great martyr 


‘who died a disappointed man and lives on only 


in the hearts of His followers. 


Not so the Apostle Paul. “Now is Christ risen 
from the dead.” Christ was his constant companion 
in the spirit. He saw Him after His Resurrection 
in glory. “Have I not seen the Lord Jesus Christ?” 
The Pauline Christology of Ephesians and Colos- 
sians would have been impossible, not to say ab- 
surd, if Paul had not believed that Christ Jesus 
arose from the tomb, ascended in His glorified 
body, and ever lives in heaven to be our Inter- 
cessor and Redeemer. The thirteenth chapter of 
Corinthians is not only a clear dogmatic assertion 
of the fact of the Resurrection. It is the very 
center and pivot of Christianity—without it Chris- 
tians are of all men most miserable. But it is even 
more than this. It is the hallelujah chorus of the 
victorious life, the triumphant boast of an apostle, 
a page from his diary wet with tears, yet full of 
joy unspeakable and an indiscourageable hope. 


*New York, N. Y. 








THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








Young People’s Emphasis 
For June 


OUR VOCATIONS 


Uncle Sam is doing a thorough job these days 
of choosing a vocation for our young men, but 
no war or any other world condition can take 
our lives out of the hands of the God who made 
us and planned our lives. We young people must 
get rid of that “Aw, let’s quit ’cause the army 
will get us anyhow” attitude and begin to seek 
the purpose of God for our lives. 


To help us do this our committee has chosen 
as the emphasis for the month of June the theme 
“Our Vocations.” Some times we young people 
feel that all the lands have been discovered and 
all the inventions perfected and applied to the 
life of mankind so that what we need to do is 
find a well established profession, get a pull with 
some strong company and take a job as high up as 
we can. But such an attitude is all wrong. It is all 
wrong because the world of today needs more than 
ever pioneers in the fields of scientific discovery 
and of human engineering, and because regardless 
of the condition of the world the only thrillirg, 
satisfying, and worthwhile life to be found is 
that ministry in life to which God has called 
each one of us. 


Many new industries will arise out of the de- 
velopment of current scientific research and in- 
vention—already we are hearing much of what 
plastics, electronics, synthetics, and radar will 
do for us. As young people we should each become 
as familiar as possible with the trends and needs 
of the world for these things and examine them 
thoroughly enough to know what interests us and 
what we have the ability to do, and perhaps we 
shall be led to invest our lives in some of these 
new and developing fields. Our schools, our busi- 
ness friends, and our reading can direct us in 
the definite fields, but in the church these inirgs 
are of secondary interest and importance. In 
the church and in our young people’s groups we 
are primarily interested in understanding the 
Christian approach to all vocations and in finding 
out how the Spirit of God will guide us into the 
very places that God has chosen for us. 


Our emphasis can be broken down into four 
topics, one for each Sunday night in June, that 
will guide us into an understanding of the Chris- 
tian approach to this matter of our life work. 
The following are suggested: 


I. The Christian View Of Work. 

II. Finding God’s Plan For My Life. 
III. Things That Make For Success On Any Job. 
IV. A Worker That Needs Not To Be Ashamed. 


I. The Christian View Of Work. 


We in America have tended to measure a suc- 
cessful business man by the number of people 
that he has working for him, the number of tele- 
phones he has on his desk, and the number of 
secretaries he has to do his work for him. There 
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must always be room at the top for those who 
exercise organizational skill and intelligently guide 
great companies, but as you and I approach the 
question of work we need to forget the top and 
think of the dignity and power of beginning to 
work right now at the job next at hand with 
our head, heart and hand. To read the Bible is 
to find that God wants us to work and to work 
hard. Let us just look at a few verses that reveal 
His attitude. 


A. Scripture Lesson: The 
Purpose Of Work. 


1. It is not to: 


a. get personal prestige and power. Matthew 
4 


b. get the living that the world owes us. II. Thess. 
3:10-11. 


c. merely gain an abundance of things. Luke 
12:15. 


2. It is to: 


a. obey God’s law for our world. Gen. 3:17-19; 
Ex. 20:9. 


(1) If we neglect worship—moral and _spir- 
itual decay set in. 


(2) If we neglect work—social and economic 
injustice set in. 


If we neglect either or both, life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness are soon 
gone. 


b. accept our full responsibility in meeting needs 
of life. I. Thess. 3:9-12. 


c. serve God and others. Phil. 2:5; Mark 10:45; 
Matt. 6:19-33. 


B. Suggestions For Planning 
Program. 


From these portions of Scripture we see that 
God intends us to work, and it might be interest- 


ing and helpful to look at work from three points 
of view: 


1. The place of work in the lives of great men of 
the past. Look at the men who have really meant 
something to the world. Jesus was a carpenter, 
Paul paid his way making tents, George Washing- 
ton for years was a hard working surveyor, Ben 
Franklin was a journeyman printer, and Abraham 
Lincoln split rails, kept a store, and built and 
worked on flat-boats. 


2. The development of our ability to work. As 
a child we want to take everything that we get 
our hands on apart, but we never can get the 
parts back together again. As young people we 
want to create and do big things but it seems that 
our time has not yet come. And then when we 
pass twenty we are anxious to get married and 
we will do anything to get a job that will let us 
support a wife. But if we have not developed 
any skills we have to take what we can get. So 
during adolescence we ought to be taking every 
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opportunity that we can in the home, the school, 
summer camps, the Boy Scouts, and other organi- 
zations to develop all the skills we can in using 
our hands to build and we ought to be choosing 
hobbies that will develop our skills and make us 
begin to know what we can do and what we like 
to do. As we do this we will find our way into 
fields for which we have a capacity and liking, 
but if we do not economic necessity may force 
us into something that we don’t like and can’t 
do so well. 


3. The relation of work to the American way of 
life. We are in a war to preserve the American 
way of life. What is it? The right of every man 
to work for his own advantage and for the good 
of the whole. Under communism everybody owns 
everything so it is to the advantage of nobody 
to work hard. Under socialism nobody owns any- 
thing and whether he work or don’t everything 
is distributed to everybody. Under Fascism and 
Nazism the state is the supreme owner and dis- 
tributor of all things, so whether you do or don’t 
work your welfare is in the hands of the state. 
But in the American way every man has the 
right to work and possess what he earns and buys, 
and this way is the best in the world as long as 
we recognize our ability to work and earn as a 
stewardship under God. 


Il. Finding God’s Plan 
For My Life. 


Every one of us knows that God loves us, wants 
us to be saved, and expects us to live a good Chris- 
tian life. That is the general will of God for 
everybody. But God also has a particular will for 
each of us. He has a job that He wants us to do in 
life. No one else can do your job as well as you 
can, and you can neither do as well, nor be as 
happy doing, the job of another as you can be 
doing your own job. And war does not set aside 
God’s particular will for you. We might say it 
this way, God’s general will for you is Christian 
character and His particular will is your career. 


In our first program we sought to get over 
the idea that God has ordained that every man 
should work, that all the great men on earth have 
been workers, and that it is the Christian and 
American way to build a happy life and decent 
country. But now we want to find just that par- 
ticular life work that God has for us, the things 
that we were sent into the world to do. But you 
ask, “How can I know God’s will for my life?” 
God answers that question in Romans 12:1-2, so 
let’s use that for our Scripture lesson. 


A. Scripture Lesson: Rom. 12:1-2. 
1. Salvation. Vs. la. 


“By the mercies of God” point us back to the 
first 8 chapters of Romans, and these tell us how 
we can be saved from the guilt and power of sin 
by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. 


2. Surrender. Vs. 1b. 


“Present your bodies a living sacrifice.’”’ These 
words remind us that when we are saved by faith 
in Christ we belong to God; therefore we must 


surrender our lives to please Him to whom we 
belong. 


3. Strength. Vs. 2a. 


“Be not conformed ... be ye transformed.” 
Most people are molded in their thinking and 
acting by the world about them, and not because 


they particularly want to but because they don’t 
have the strength to do anything about it. But a 
person who is saved and surrendered must be 
different because of the indwelling strength that 
makes for righteousness. A Christian is one who 
molds his world, not one who is molded by it. 


4. Result. Vs. 2b. 


“That ye may prove .. . the perfect will of 
God.” When you truly receive Christ as Saviour, 
surrender to Him as Lord, and walk day by day 
in the strength that He provides you will day by 
day know clearly God’s will for your life. 


B. Suggestions For Program. 


Preachers say that they know they are called 
to preach, and no matter what job a Christian 
is in that Christian should feel just as surely called 
to that job as the preacher is to his. How can we 
apply that truth and the truth of Romans 12:1-2 
in a practical way? Here are some of the practical 
ways that you might discuss. 

1. God leads us to find His will for us as we 
read the Bible—beholding the Person of Christ, 
listening to His moral teachings, and seeing how 
He has worked in the lives of Bible characters. 


2. God leads us to find His will for us by the 
inner witness of the Holy Spirit when we have 
sincerely read the Bible and prayed. 


3. God leads us to find His will for us by 
opening and closing doors of opportunity. 


4. God leads us to find His will for us by the 
capacities and abilities that He has given us, by 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit that equip us to do 
certain things better. 


5. God leads us to find His will for us through 
the counsel of good Christian leaders and friends. 


In closing the discussion it might be well to re- 
mind that since God does have a plan for your 
life and will reveal it if you will only let Him, 
then be careful to avoid the danger of being in- 
different to God and simply choosing the way 
that suits you. 


Ill. Things That Make For 
Success At Any Job. 


The wonderfully practical thing about our 
Christian faith is that when we learn to live with 
God we also learn how to best live with our fellow 
men, and when we learn to work for God we also 
learn how best to work among our fellow men. 
So as we learn to walk with God we learn to be 
successful. 


But what is success? Is it making a lot of 
money? Is it having power over the lives of many 
men? Is it being prominent in the life of the 
land? Real success is finding out what God wants 
you to do, and then doing it without sacrificing 
any of the loyalties that you owe to yourself, your 
family, your fellow man, and your God. But 
that sounds rather complicated, how shall we 
strive for success like that? We need not, just 
forget it and do day by day what God says. God 
only mentions success once in al] the Bible, and 
in that place He tells us that if we will follow 
what He says day by day then we shall have 
good success. Let’s look at the passage. 


A. Scripture Lesson: Joshua 1:1-9. 
Conditions Of Success. 


1. Understanding the Purpose of God. Vs. 1,2. 
2. Faith in the Promise of God. Vs. 3. 
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Assurance of the Presence of God. Vs. 5. 
Courage in the Name of God. Vs. 7a. 

. Faithfulness to the Word of God. Vs. 7b. 
. Delight in the Word of God. Vs. 8a. 

. Obedience to the Will of God. Vs. 8b. 
(James Smith’s Outline). 


These conditions were laid down by the Lord in 
instructing the Children of Israel to take the land 
of Canaan, but they set down very clearly the 
conditions for our own success in living today. 


B. Suggestions For Program. 


After pointing out the right attitude toward 
success as seen in Joshua list the steps that we 
should take toward specific lines of work in a 
practical way. Here is a good list. 


1. Get a line on yourself, understand your 
mental, moral, emotional, and physical statue. 


2. Read and experiment widely to find your 
tastes and abilities. 


3. Follow the guide posts to leadership. Henry 
Ford, the successful auto builder lists these as the 
most important: cleanliness, knowledge of what 
has been done in the field, never thinking that 
you can not reach your goal, and learning how to 
spend your timt and money wisely. 

4. Find where you are weak and correct your 
tempermental traits and your self-management 
traits. 

5. Develop your mental power by developing a 
keen interest in the subject to be mastered and 
seeking to master all materials on that subject. 

6. Develop confidence and not fear, a just ap- 

praisal of yourself and not an exalted ego. 
_ 7. Chart your goal, see where your work is 
needed and begin to build a foundation that will 
help you supply it. This requires a growing mind, 
a trained tongue, a warm heart, and strong hands 
to help. 

8. Venture forth with willingness to labor, with 
eyes open for the job you can best do, with de- 
termination not to become discouraged, and with 
a willingness to do the most minute and in- 
significant things if necessary. 

If you will do these things you will go up for 
here are the marks of a genius: 


Natural ability. 

Discovery of the ability. 

. Development of the ability. 

. Perseverence of the development. 

. Enthusiasm for the development. 

Flashes of insight that come through constant 
application. 

Counting the cost and paying the price for pro- 
ficiency. 


IV. A Worker That Needs Not 
To Be Ashamed. 


The three most important choices of your life 
are your religion, your vocation and your life- 
partner, and the most important of these three is 
your religion. But since we are really Christians 
let’s say your choice of Jesus Christ as your 
— Savior from sin and the Lord of your 
ife. 

Having chosen Christ as your Savior you must 
never marry some one who is not a Christian, 
and you must not marry any one who would 
hinder you in your chosen life work. Don’t just 
be attracted physically, but before marriage keep 
your eyes wide open to everything and after 
marriage keep them half shut. 





But also having chosen Christ you can neither 
choose a life work that would be displeasing to 
Him nor can you simply choose one without con- 
sulting Him to see what His mind and will are. So 
let’s use a Scripture lesson from the Apostle 
Paul that reminds us that in choosing our work 
and in seeking to carry out our work our main 
concern is to be approved of God. 


A. Scripture Lesson: II. Tim. 2:15. 
Young Timothy was a preacher and the great 
Apostle wrote these words to encourage him and 
instruct him in his task of preaching, but the 
words reveal the Christian approach to any job 
we may tackle. 


1. Attitude Toward Our Work. 
Study: The word means more than formal class 
room study. It means to do your best with mind, 
heart and strength. 


2. Goal Of Our Work. 

Approved unto God. Whatever we do—whether 
we eat, drink, work, play or preach we must do 
all to the glory of God. God is glorified when 
lives are redeemed from sin and made strong in 
righteousness. 


3. Purpose Of Our Work. 

Workman not ashamed. Whatever we do we 
must do in a way that will not cause us to be 
ashamed before our own selves, before others, 
and before God. 


4. Guide For Our Work. 

Rightly dividing the word of truth. This means 
literally to hold a straight course through the 
Word of God, and is good advice to preachers. 
But it also reminds us that in whatever line of 
work we are we must be true to the Word of 
God. We can not be blessed in our life work if it 
is contrary to or indifferent to the Word of God. 


B. Suggestions For Planning 
The Program. 


Since the heart of our Scripture lesson re- 
minds us that we must work so as to be approved 
of God this program should bring out the call of 
God to full-time Christian service. God has called 
upon all Christians to present their bodies and has 
commanded them to go into all the world to 
preach, teach, and heal. We can not choose some 
job that suits us until we have carefully examined 
the mission fields and Christian service oppor- 
tunities that are present in the world today, mak- 
ing certain where God has called us. Get some 
materials and see the great need in our church 
and on the mission fields for missionaries, preach- 
ers, doctors, teachers, and Christian workers of 
all kinds. 


HELPFUL MATERIALS ON VOCATIONS 


1. Facts To Always Be Kept In Mind 
When Thinking Of Jobs 


a. We must never think of our talents as money- 
makers, but as offerings to be presented to God 
for whatever use He desires. . 

b. Too often in the past God and His church 
have not received the best talents of men, but 
rather have received only the leftovers. Perhaps 
that is why our boys are having to fight today. 

ce. If we are not faithful stewards of life then 
God has to chastise us by withholding the pleas- 
ures and comforts we have sought. 

d. If God has called us to a full time task there 
are three things that are always true: 

We can not do anything else as well. No one 
can do our job as well as we. We shall always be 
miserable in any other job. 
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2. Don’ts For Vocational Seekers. 


Don’t be vamped inte some profession by older 
members. . 

Don’t let parents or friends make your decision 
for you. 

Don’t feel that God regards some vocations with 
higher regard than He does others. 


3. Questions To Ask About Any 
Vocation Under Consideration. 


a. What importance to society has this vocation? 





. Has it a growing or lessening demand? 


. What are its advantages for me personally? As 
a Christian? 


. What are its disadvantages and problems? 
. Is there an opportunity for personal growth? 
. What qualifications does it require? 
. What educational preparation is needed? 
. What may be expected, at first, then later? 
i. What is the best way to enter it? 
j. Can one carry out a Christian life purpose in it? 








Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


The Special Challenge Of The 
1944 Birthday Offering 
By Mrs. J. W. McQueen“ 


The home front and the battle front are closely 
knit in the hearts and homes of most Church wom- 
en today, for our thoughts and prayers are con- 
tinually occupied with both. While members of 
our families are battling to preserve a nation, we 
fight to strengthen the foundations of that nation 
that it may be worthy of those who defend it. The 
Auxiliary Birthday Objective for this year fits 
exactly into the pattern of our daily lives, offer- 
ing an opportunity for each to have a share in 
building a stronger home front and at the same 
time to meet a wartime emergency. 


Twenty-one years ago our Birthday offering 
provided a school for Mexican girls in Taft, Texas. 
Through the years that school with its consecrated 
leadership has been used to reach the heart of 
many a girl for Christ, and from it have gone 
hundreds of trained women to share in building 
Christian homes and churches and communities. 
Now that this “daughter” of ours has come of 
age, we turn again to study her needs, and, as Dr. 
McMillan puts it, find that she “needs a new 
dress.”” New buildings will provide opportunity for 
greater development of the abilities of the stu- 
dents, expansion of the work with children of 
nursery age, and greater comfort for the faculty 
and students who have lived under unbelievably 
cramped and crowded conditions as the school 
has continued to grow. A new bus will make 
possible a more free use of educational facilities 
nearby. The May Auxiliary meeting opens a door 
through which we may step out among this group 
of Mexican girls in the Name of Christ with our 
gifts of money and of interest to work with and 
through them in building a Christian nation. At 
least $40,000 of the Birthday offering will go 
to the Presbyterian School for Mexican girls in 
Taft, Texas. What will be your investment in this 
part of the spiritual home front? 


Even as we seek to strengthen the foundations, 
we cannot escape the special needs of the times 
in which we live. The Church must minister to 
men and women whose lives have been torn loose 
from their familiar worlds at the call of their 
country if it is to be worthy of the Master Whose 
compassionate heart reached out to all who suffer. 
It is in answer to that challenge that many of our 
fine ministers have taken their places in the front 
lines to teach and to comfort and to hold high the 


message of the Cross of Christ in the midst of the 
horror of battle. The Birthday offering opens an- 
other door that the women of the Church may 
stand shoulder to shoulder. with these chaplains 
and with their sons and daughters and husbands 
through gifts which will enlarge the scope of the 
work of the Defense Service Council. Portable 
communion sets for chaplains; more copies of “The 
Link,” a little magazine which fulfills its name as 
it carries news of the Church to members of the 
armed forces; facilities for aiding the work of the 
Service Men’s Christian League—all these and 
other services we may help to provide for the 
spiritual strengthening of those who have gone 
from our homes. At least $10,000 of the offering 
will go to the Defense Service Council as a gift 
over and above the women’s share in the Church- 
wide appeal set by the General Assembly for 
May 14. What will be your investment in a work 
which will yield rich returns in the lives of those 
who will hold the leadership of the world of 
tomorrow? 

The special challenge of the Birthday Offering 
of this year is to “lengthen thy cords and strength- 
en thy stakes.” It can be done through the gift of 
our money, such a small gift in the face of the 
sacrifice of thousands who give their lives for a 
better world. Surely our response will far exceed 
that of any previous year, and the women of the 
Church will take a strong stand in holding the 
spiritual home front and at the same time in 
strengthening the service of the Church as it 
reaches out to minister to a world at war! 


*Chairman of Woman’s Advisory Committee. 


Somewhere In The 
Southwest Pacific 


January 5, 1944. 





“Dear Mr. : 

“I received your letter, the pamphlet and the 
little book, ‘Strength for Service’, and all three 
are thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated. It’s so 
very interesting to get news of the workings of 
the Presbyterian Sunday School and Church 
and of the persons attached thereto. It seems 
to me that of all my memories of the years I spent 
in , the ones that are connected with the 
Church have been the most lasting and clearest in 
my mind—the lessons, principles and habits ac- 
quired then have been most helpful to me in my 
own personal experiences and to many with whom 
I have been associated. I can recall without hesi- 
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tancy, all of my Sunday School and Bible teachers, 
and as I write this, I can see each and every one 
very clearly, and remember little personal char- 
acteristics of each. I seem to remember Mr. 
most, as the effervescent and untiring superinten- 
dent of the Sunday School, and I’m sure I know 
by heart every hymn in the ‘Life and Service’ 
hymnal—page, number and all, for instance, No. 
107 is ‘In the Garden’, No. 121 is ‘All the Way 
My Saviour Leads Me’, No. 38 is ‘Make Me a 
Channel of Blessing’, and No. 54 is ‘Wonderful 
Book’. In all the Departments Mr. supple- 
mented with very good suggestions and advice. 
In High School, Miss put up with me for 
four years and gave me a splendid background for 
the Bible Course I had at Davidson. I got an 
‘unwavering’ A on old Dr. Sentelle’s Course and 
you know yourself that he didn’t hand these out 
so freely. 

“T am in very good health and our living con- 
ditions out here are good considering the circum- 
stances. 

““When I was in there were many occasions 
when various missionaries would come to the 
church and relate their experiences in foreign 
fields. Well, I guess I wasn’t so deeply impressed 
then, but last Sunday night, I saw the living 
examples of one missionary’s work Immedi- 
ately after evening chow, a bunch of about sixty 
natives came up to our camp in trucks with an 
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army sergeant in charge. They arranged them- 
selves in an orderly group and somewhere from 
the recesses of their scanty costumes, they brought 
forth some old and tattered hymn books. They 
began singing, all parts represented—bass, tenors 
and the melody. I tell you, it was phenomenal— 
they had no instrument of any kind to give them 
the correct pitch or key, and yet their harmonious 
voices blended perfectly, and the tone was just 
as clear and genuine as if Miss had been 
there with her tuning fork—and if they had not 
been standing right smack dab in front of me, | 
would have sworn it was the Orphanage 
Singing Class giving a special rendition. One of 
the natives told me of a missionary who had come 
to this island before the war and had taught them 
to speak English, to read and sing, and above all— 
the Gospel. Several of them gave testimonials, and 
it was a most heartening experience and revelation 
to me to witness the whole event. 


“It was very kind of you and the Church to 
send me the book and letter, and it is a very com- 
forting feeling to know that you are remembering 
us in your prayers and thoughts. My kindest re- 
gards to your family and friends.” 


Note: These letters were received at the office 
of the Defense Service Council of our Church. The 
Council is one of the two objectives of the 1944 
Woman’s Auxiliary Birthday Gift. 











“Ask And Ye Shall Receive” 
By Chaplain T. H. Makin, U.S.N.R. 


The boy came into the office of the chaplain. 

“Sir, I’ve been trying to write a letter for three 
days, and I would like to ask your help.” The 
Red Cross field director had handed him a dis- 
patch which told him that the doctor said that his 
mother’s life was in the hands of God, medical 
science having done all possible and having failed. 
He had applied for emergency leave, but since his 
outfit was outside the continental limits of the 
United States, it had been impossible to get away. 


“T’ll help you with the letter,” said the chap- 
lain, and he worked out a short explanation for 
the boy’s family as to why he could not get home. 
Then he ventured, “Son, I don’t know how you 
feel about it, but I believe in God, and I believe 
in prayer. I think we should bow our heads and 
ask divine guidance and help for your mother.” 
The lad answered, “I think it would be a good 
idea.” So they bowed their heads for prayer, and 
as they did so, the chaplain noticed that the boy 
crossed himself. For one fleeting second he 
thought that he was intruding on the ground of 
the priest, but the idea left instantly. 


“Our Father, we know that Thou art the Great 
Physician. We know that Thy power is not limited. 
Thou didst work miracles of old, and Thou art 
the same yesterday, and today, and forever. We 
are humbly asking Thee now for a miracle. If it 
be Thy holy will, we pray Thee to restore to 
health and strength this mother. Where doctors 
have gone their extremity is now Thine oppor- 
tunity—heal her, if it be Thy will. If it be not 
Thy will that she be restored, give us grace to 
bear whatever comes. Through Jesus Christ Our 
Lord. Amen.” 








“Thank you, sir, for that,’’ said the boy, and 
they shook hands looking each other straight in 
the eye, and he left. 


About ten days later the chaplain returned 
from lunch to find the lad waiting for him out- 
side the office door. There seemed to be a different 
light in his eyes. He came in and began stumbling- 
ly, “Sir, I just want to thank you for everything.” 


“Well, son, how is your mother now?” asked 
the padre. 


“Chaplain, she is up and doing her work about 
the house now. She was in a coma for four days 


and almost everyone gave her up—that is, every- 
one but God.” 


There came to the mind of the chaplain—Ask 
and ye shall receive; seek and ye shall find; 
knock and it shall be opened unto you.” And he 
was once again glad that he was a chaplain. 


———___—._ 2 +a = 





“The Finest Book I Know” 


A soldier who was given a Testament by a repre- 
sentative of the American Bible Society replied: 
“O. K., I'll take one. You never know—these 
leaves are fine and cigarette papers might be 
short on the other side.” When traveling to the 
other side, this soldier became very seasick, and, 
having nothing to read, he found the Testament 
in his pocket and decided to look through it. When 
he arrived on the “other side” he wrote and said: 
“This is the finest book I know. I feel it has 
done more for me than anything or anyone else 
in the world has done for me. Please find enclosed 
my first week’s salary as a corporal.” 


(Bible Society Record, New York.) 
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The Church Prayer Meeting 


By Rev. P. Frank Price, D.D.* 


The Church Prayer Meeting is, or ought to be, 
the whole body of believers in the local church en- 
gaged in Family Worship. No other gathering has 
so unique an opportunity in the life of the church 
and no other is so neglected. This devotional 
gathering for united prayer has a place, a privilege 
and a potential power that we are largely missing 
at this time when we need it most. 


1. The place of the Church Prayer Meeting is 
between the Worship Service and the Sunday 
School. On these three pillars the Worship Service, 
the Prayer Meeting, and the Sunday School, the 
organized life of the Church must rest. 


The worship services stress preaching, the Sun- 
day School] stresses teaching, the prayer meeting 
stresses united prayer. 


Historically speaking, the organized worship and 
teaching of the Church were the outgrowth of 
meetings for mutual exhortation and prayer. The 
great revival recorded in the second chapter of 
Acts, in which the Christian Church was born, 
or reborn, would have been impossible without 
the protracted prayer meeting recorded in the 
first chapter. The first door opened to the Gen- 
tiles was through family worship in the house of 
Cornelius. The second door of faith opened to 
the Gentiles, and so to the Gentile world, was 
through another prayer group, gathered at the 
seaside at Philippi and in the house of Lydia. 
When Paul and Barnabas returned over the same 
ground, after their first evangelistic tour, and 
ordained elders in every church, they left their 
congregations under the leadership of these com- 
paratively untrained men who were responsible 
for gathering together their church groups for 
mutual edification and prayer. The Apostle Paul 
speaks of the church which was in the house of 
Acquila and Priscilla. In the history of the ex- 
pansion of the Church, how often did a local 
church get its start in a home prayer meeting. So 
it has been in the modern expansion of Christi- 
anity. In Korea, for example, methods were adopted 
which under the pioneer leadership of Dr. John L. 
Nevius spread to all China. Dr. Nevius advocated 
the extension of the Church through the establish- 
ment of small groups in different places under 
local leadership. This he practiced throughout the 
regions of Shantung province. Dr. Calvin W. 
Mateer, another stalwart missionary of the 1870’s 
and 80’s, established one of the first Christian 
schools, and with all the force of his strong per- 
sonality, advocated an educated ministry. There 
was quite a controversy as to which was right, 
the Nevius method, or the Mateer method. Both, 
however, were right. Nevius. planted, Mateer 
watered. Without Nevius’ method of spreading 
the gospel without waiting for a highly trained 
leadership, there would have been no leaders to 
train. It usually takes two or three generations to 
produce thinkers. Timothy was found on Paul’s 
second missionary journey. Nor without Nevius’ 
widely spread congregations would the trained 
pastors of Dr. Mateer had a constituency. The 
China Inland mission adopted the Nevius method, 
hence the remarkable spread of their work. Now 
the China Inland Mission are realizing the need 
of a better trained ministry. The point is that 
the Church Prayer Meeting, a place for exhor- 


tation, confession, giving of thanks and inter- 
cession is fundamental both in order of time and 
order of importance. As to the place of the Prayer 
Meeting, however, we are falling upon distressing 
days. Have we not left our first love? The Church 
Prayer Meeting is, with some notable exceptions, 
lagging behind more than any other feature of 
our church life. Hence the Church is losing her 
fervor. We are inclined to speak patronizingly of 
the Holiness, Missionary Baptists and other minor 
denominations, as lacking in decorum and orthodox 
procedure. But have they not an appeal that we 
have somehow missed? We should be slow to con- 
demn their methods until we can imitate their 
zeal. The Church Prayer Meeting is the proper 
place for that gathering in which hearts are 
warmed with a new zeal for God and his Church. 


2. Privileges of the Prayer Meeting. The first 
of these privileges is freedom of expression. All 
who are present may take part, each in his own 
way and without restraint, as they evidently did 
in the prayer meeting in the Upper Room. ‘When 
you come together, each one has a psalm, has a 
teaching, has a tongue, has an interpretation .. . 
Let all things be done unto edifying.” “Teaching 
and admonishing one another with psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs.”” One may have some 
nugget of truth found in Bible study, another 
some striking quotation, another good news re- 
garding some part of the church work, and still 
another some new experience of divine grace that 
may help others. One may suggest a recent sorrow 
or some cause for thanksgiving. “Bear ye one an- 
other’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ” 
may well be the rule of the prayer meeting. There 
should be no restraint. It would be amusing, if it 
were not so disappointing, to see the restrained 
fellowship of the prayer meeting, as so often 
happens, spliced in between the unrestrained social 
fellowship before and after, whereas the season 


of prayer ought to be the freest and happiest 
fellowship of all. 


The prayer meeting is, in the second place, a 
time of fellowship with the Father and with his 
Son, Jesus Christ, through the mediation of the 
Holy Spirit. This corporate fellowship with the 


Triune God passes understanding and so passes 
description. 


And thirdly, it is a time of fellowship one with 
another. We are never drawn so closely together 
or feel our spiritual kinship so much as when we 
pray together. Then we realize the reality of John 
Faweett’s great hymn. “We share our mutual 
woes; Our mutual burdens bear; And often for 
each other flows The sympathizing tear.” 


3. The potential power of the prayer meeting. 
Though the Bible is filled with promises upon and 
examples of individual prayer, there are special 
promises upon united prayer. “If my people who 
are called by my name shall humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 
This promise is not to the one, but to the group. 
It may be a very small group, for the Lord in his 
infinite condescension visits “where two or three 
are gathered together in my name.” Not that we 
should be satisfied wih two or three when there 
should be many together calling upon God for the 
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two or three are the least possible quorum. It 
would seem that the Lord desires to have the 
united expressed desires of all, as of one, before 
he begins to do great things for them. “Ye shall 
seek me and find me when ye search for me with 
all your heart.”” Again the pronoun is plural. “Ye 
shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you.” Again a promise to the corpo- 
rate group. 

Thus also was the promise fulfilled. “When 
they were all with one accord in one place,” ac- 
cording to the command and fulfilling the con- 
ditions, then “suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind .. . and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost.” 

And so it. has been all through the history of 
















the Church. United prayer, the power from on 
high and the spread of the Gospel is the divine 
order. 


As at the beginning, so through all the history 
of the Church, great movements have begun in 
meetings for united confession, thanksgiving and 
prayer. Such movements will begin in our genera- 
tion and in our Church if we will only put first 
things first, seeking the Lord with one heart and 
one soul through united prayer, perchance he will 
hear our prayer, according to the promise, and 
work miracles of grace in our day as He did in the 
days of old. 


*Florence, S. C. 











Ecumenicity 
By Prof. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


This is the second in this series by Dr. Robinson. We regret that we did not have 
the space to give this article in one or at best two issues of the paper. The third and 









Il. The Manifestation of the Ecumenical Church 
in Word and Sacraments. 


At Pentecost the Ascended Christ poured forth 
the Holy Spirit to abide continually in and be the 
life and guide of the Church until His own 
Parousia. Thus the Spirit took of the things of 
Christ and revealed them unto His people, making 
the blessedness of the Church there in glory to 
be shared by its members here on earth, bringing 
the grace of His sacrifice accepted then, at His 
Ascension, into our hearts for the remission of 
our sins now. “Christ’s presence in the Church 
has been perpetual from its foundation” (p. 231*) 
in the Old Testament chiefly in the leaders of the 

_ theoracy, at Pentecost by the outpouring of the 
Spirit upon all of God’s people. The presence of 
the Holy Spirit working faith in Christ in the 
hearts of sinners is the certain mark of the Church 
invisible. For ‘‘wherever Christ is, there is the 
Catholic Church” (Ignatius). 


This invisible presence of Christ “He makes 
effective and evident in the preaching of the 
Word, in the faithful witness of the Sacraments, 
in prayer offered in His name, and through the 
newness of life whereby He enables the faithful 
to bear witness to Himself” (p. 231*). 

Like John, Jesus came preaching the Gospel of 
God (Mark 1:14-15), evangelizing, preaching 
the good tidings of the Kingdom of God (Lk. 4:43; 
7:1; 16:16). In the parable of the sower, the seed 
is the Word of God (Luke 8:11). Jesus refused 
to allow His own ministry of healing to deflect 
Him from His mission of preaching in other 
towns also (Mark I[:38). Since no one knoweth 
the Father save the Son and he to whom the 
Son willeth to reveal Him, Jesus’ Gospel includes 
the gracious invitation: 

“Come unto Me, all ye that are. weary and heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” (Mat. 11:25-30; 
cr. Luke 10:21-22). 

To the High Priest’s question, ‘Art thou the 
Christ, the Son of the blessed?” Jesus answered, 
“T am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting 



























*Page references are to The Second World Con- 
ference on Faith and Order, 








concluding number will be printed next month. 


—Editor. 


at the right hand of power and coming on the 
clouds of heaven” (Mark 14:62; Mat. 26:64). For 
such heroic testimony Jesus was remembered as 
having witnessed a good confession, and as being 
the faithful and true Witness. 


Jesus received Peter’s confession that the Son 
of Man was the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God, as revealed unto Him by the heavenly Father 
and as constituting the confession a rock in 
the Church, a steward with the keys of the King- 
dom (Mat. 16:13-18). In the article, ‘‘Ekklesia” 
in the Theologisches Worterbuch, K. L. Schmidt 
shows that Jesus construed Himself as the Son 
of Man who stands for the saints of .the Most 
High, as the Good Shepherd who provides for 
the feeding of “my flock,” as the Master who 
gathers the college of twelve, the true remnant 
of Israel, as the Lord who celebrates the Supper, 
the act of the founding of the Church, as the 
Messiah who builds “my Church,” a world-eri- 
bracing magnitude. ‘Matthew 16:18, is not isolat- 
ed, and from this construction of the complex, 
Jesus—Messiah—Son of Man—Disciples—Congre- 
gation—Lord’s Supper, a definite line leads io 
the Pauline and deutero-Pauline construction of 
the Church, which on one side is from above and 
which on the other side is the Body of Christ, 
as Christ is at the same time the Exalted One 
and the One who is present in the Church. And 
the question of the creation of the Church by 
Jesus is the question of His Messiahship.” 

The Gospels record the commission to the dis- 
ciples to preach the Kingdom of God (Mt. 10:7; 
Lk. 9:2; 10:9), and the promise, ‘‘Where two or 
three are gathered together in My Name, there 
am I in the midst”? (Mat. 18:20). When Mary sat 
at Jesus’ feet and heard His Word, she chose the 
one thing needful. The risen Christ declared that 
repentance and remission of sins’ should _ be 
preached in His Name unto all nations (Luke 
24:47). He promised to be with His disciples as 
they taught the nations all things whatsoever He 
had commanded them. (Mat. 28:19-20). He prom- 
ised the Spirit of truth to bear witness to Himself 
and likewise commissioned the disciples to be His 
witnesses after they had received the promised 
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gift of the Spirit. 

Paul commended the Thessalonians for receiv- 
ing His message as “the Word of God which also 
worketh in you that believe,” and condemned the 
Galatians for forgetting that they had receive’ 
the Spirit by the hearing of faith. The Word of 
the Cross is the power of God (I Cor. 1:18), the 
Gospel is the preaching by which we are saved 
(15:2), for it pleases God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe (1:21). Paul 
preaches in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power (2:4). “The word of faith which we 
preach” is nigh unto the Romans, in their mouths 
and in their hearts, for faith cometh by hearing 
and hearing by the Word of Christ. (Rom. 10:8, 
17). As Paul passes off the scene, his commission 
to Timothy to carry on is pharsed in these syl- 
lables: Preach The Word. James calls on his read- 
ers to receive the implanted word which is able 
to save their souls (1:21). The Hebrews are ex- 
horted to remember those that spake unto them 
the Word of God. (13:7). Peter reminds the elect 
among the Diaspora that they have been begotten 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor- 
ruptible, through the Word of God, the Word of 
the Gospel which was preached unto them. (1-23, 
25). In Revelation the sword with which the 
heavenly Christ rules the Church is the sword 
which comes out of His mouth. 


The content of the Word is Jesus Christ. And 
every part of Scripture is not a segment but a 
sector of the whole to be read and preached in 
the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Especially is 
this true of the Gospel Lessons which tell of His 
words and deeds and the Epistle Lessons which 
summarize the saving significance of His Person 
and His work. The Holy Spirit inspires the testi- 
mony of Jesus and opens the hearts of sinners to 
receive the Saviour. Thus where the Word of 
Christ is preached, heard, and believed Christ is 
present by His Spirit, and where the Head is there 
is His Body, the Church. God has established such 
a mutual connection between His Word and His 
Spirit, that where the Word is the Spirit is pres- 
ent, enabling sinners to do what in their fallen 
natures they otherwise could not do, that is, 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and repent of 
their sins. According to Luther, “The Word brings 
Christ to the folk and makes Him known in their 
hearts”; while for Calvin, ‘‘faith has a perpetual 
relation to the Word,” and “the removal of the 
Word signifies the departure of the Lord.” 


In the sacraments Christ is not merely present 
ideally, namely as our idea, He is actually present 
communicating His grace to us by the Holy Spirit 
as truly as the signs and seals of that inward 
grace are present to our senses. By the wondrous 
and unsearchable working of the Spirit, Christ 
gives His body to be the food of our souls and His 
blood to be received for the remission of our sins. 
The sacraments are visible signs by which the 
Lord confirms His promises of salvation to ‘us, 
and we on our part testify our loyalty to Him. The 
bread which we break is it not the communion of 
the body of Christ? Christ Himself is the first 
member of this holy communion, drawing eacli 
believer into fellowship with Himself, feeding his 
soul unto life eternal and uniting him in the one 
Body of which the one bread is a sign. 


“It is our Lord Jesus Christ who through the 
Holy Spirit accomplishes every sacrament, and the 
action of the minister of the Church is only in- 
strumental” (p. 240*). The sacraments “have their 
significance in the continual working of the Holy 


Spirit, who is the life of the Church” (p. 226*). 


Since the visible marks of the presence of Christ 
and of the earthly form of the Church are the 
Word truly preached, heard, believed, and con- 
‘fessed, and the sacraments administered in their 
fundamental integrity, these divinely ordained 
signs of the Church visibly express our sense of 
ecumenicity. We recognize our sister denomina- 
tions as manifestations of the Church invisible 
by acknowledging the Holy Spirit’s presence in 
them, and we receive them as members with us 
of the Church visible by inviting their ministers 
to preach the Word from our pulpits and their 
members to commune with us at the Table of the 
Lord. This is the recognition of the ecumencity 
of the Church in those things which to us are of 
the esse of the Church. 


Prospect Lists And Personal 


Workers’ Groups 
By Rev. H. H. Thompson, D.D.* 


In a conference on Evangelism in Oklahoma 
City, the writer of this article made the state- 
ment, “if there is present this afternoon an insur- 
ance agent I would not offend him by asking if 
he has a list of prospects for his business.”’ Almost 
instantly a gentleman engaged in that business 
was on his feet and proceeded to tell us, very im- 
pressively, how he secured the names of his 
prospects and something of how he followed 
through with them. Is that preparation for success 
in his business any more important for him than 
it is for the person who is dealing with spiritual 
values? Definiteness of purpose and plan is as 
essential for the worker with souls as for the 
worker in any other line of business. 

How may prospects be secured by the Chris- 
tian worker? He must himself be constantly on 
the outlook for them. A life-guard was asked how 
he could detect a call of one in distress amidst 
the babel of sounds that constantly came up from 
the beach. His reply was that there was a peculiar 
note in the cry of one in danger. One’s ear, eye 
and heart must be alert to the signalling of the 
unsaved. Dr. E. G. Trumbull, who led so many to 
know Christ, was particularly skillful in sensing 
the need of Christ in a life. He trained himself 
to that end. There are many methods for securing 
the names of people who are prospects for Christ 
and the Church. A survey in the community, the 
report on new people by public utilities, a study 
of the Church and Sunday School rolls, names 
turned in by the congregation trained to be on 
the outlook for prospects, and the survey made 
by the public school authorities will greatly assist 
in helping any congregation have a vital, live list 
of people for prayer and work. Also, in these times 
of confusion and heartache, Christian people have 
an almost unprecented opportunity for listening 
to the sobs of the brokenhearted who are without 
Christ. 

After securing such names the important thing 
is to make effective use of them. One of our 
ministers, blessed with evangelistic zeal, makes it 
a condition of his going to assist in special services 
that he be sent, in advance, a list of those in whom 
the pastor and congregation have special interest. 
For him it means that. he can begin calling their 
names in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to move 
upon their hearts with converting power. What 
blessings beyond our power to compute are await- 
ing our Church if each one of us more than half- 
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million Southern Presbyterians begin interceding 
for at least one person who is Christless! 


There are different methods the Lord has 
blessed in winning people to Himself, such as mass, 
visitation, and personal evangelism. Let us keep 
in mind, however, that any method God’s favor 
has been upon is not a bad method. We consider 
briefly personal evangelism, especially as it is 
done by groups. Dr. Blackwood, in his practical 
book “Evangelism in the Home Church,” says that 
possibly the most effective work any minister can 
do is to train a small group of people in personal 
witnessing. The word small is used advisedly, be- 
cause the number of people who will engage in 
definite personal work will always be comparatively 
small. The group idea may be stressed, too, for 
the majority of us must have the inspiration that 
comes from fellowship with others or we often be- 
come discouraged and weary in even this most im- 
portant of all services. We are to keep in mind 
also that it was a small group which Jesus Himself 
trained with peculiar patience and care for carry- 
ing on the work He began. 


The matter of selecting a personal workers 
group is important. These cannot be secured by 
public appeal, or even by taking some group in 
the regular set-up of the Church organization. The 
safe method is to hand-pick them. They are to be 
quietly and prayerfully chosen from those who 
manifest a love for God and a love for people. 
Usually it is better that men and women study 
and work in separate groups, unless now and then 
a husband and wife work together in seeking to 
win other couples. 


How are we to train people to win others? 
Isn’t it enough to have a Christian experience 
and a passion for souls? The very word witness 
indicates that one is to tell what the Lord has 
done for him. Is it not true however that we are 
to study to show ourselves approved unto God, 
workmen that need not be ashamed? Jesus taught 
by examples, also by definite instruction, and the 
little company of inner disciples was a trained 
group. While, as witnesses, we are not to pattern 
after the world, it is, nevertheless, true that 
we can ijiearn much from the succeeding business 
world. General Motors Corporation, for instance, 
gives the most careful training to its salesmen. 
When a new model is ready for the market, every 
detail in improvement is skillfully noted and 
emphasized; hence, those prepared in salesman- 
ship go out to do effective work. 


In one of my pastorates some of the most en- 
couraging work of the Church was done by a 
small group of men. They were selected because 
of their interest and willingness to contact men 
for the Church and for Christ. We met each Mon- 
day at noon for an hour, at a lunch table. The 
time limit was observed quite carefully. Frequently 
several minutes were devoted to such books as 
“Recruiting for Christ,” “Come and See,” “Indi- 
vidual Work for Individuals,” or to the “Fishers 
of Men Testament” helps. One of the laymen or 
the pastor himself either read passages from one 
of these books, or gave, in his own words, the 
teachings or experiences related. This casual study 
proved quite helpful. Reports were then made of 
the past week’s work, and new assignments were 
given. 

While the service rendered by the group was far 
from perfect it proved quite profitable. For the 
pastor it was a challenge to have a real part in 
such work himself, since busy laymen were de- 


voting some of their spare time to interviewing 
men for Christ. For the group it meant develop- 
ing the habit of being on the outlook for prospects, 
the magnifying of the real mission of the Church, 
and the growth of their own lives in the grace of 
God. For those visited and prayed for it meant, 
in many instances, that strangers to the city were 
given a warm welcome to God’s House, indifferent 
people enlisted, and in not a few cases the un- 
saved accepting Christ as their Saviour. 


Mark says of those first disciples “they went 
forth, the Lord working with them.” They knew 
the glorious sense of His presence “in the going.” 
So each of us will find Him more real, and render 
the highest possible service in going for Him. 


*Field Representative of the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Evangelism. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


EVANGELISM TODAY—MESSAGE 
NOT METHOD 


By Samuel M. Zwemer, D.D. 


Published By Fleming H. Revell Co. 158 Fifth 
Ave. New York, N. Y. Price $1.50. 


“To whom does the future of the Church in the 
Twentieth Century belong, save to those who are 
already looking beyond its horizon and who can 
read the signs of the times?” 

“The message is of far more importance than 
the method of the messenger. This is not a book 
on the technique of evangelism but on the essen- 
tial character of its message. 

“The Cross of Christ is the searchlight of man’s 
sin and the revelation of His love for sinners; in 
carrying this good news we need the power of 
Christ’s Resurrection, we need faith not only in 
the seed but in the soil, and we may use every 
possible method to drive the one message to the 
conscience of the hearer. 


“In the above words we have summarized the 
chapters that follow. The first six deal with the 
message; then follow six others on motive and ap- 
proach, with two concluding chapters on the mes- 
senger’s resources and power.” —Foreword. 


> a es __ 


PLANNING A YEAR’S PULPIT WORK 
By Andrew W. Blackwood, D.D. 


Published By The Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. Price $2.00. 


This volume is indispensable to the minister 
of today. Following the other writings from the 
pen of this author, it is informative, attractive 
and thoroughly scriptural. It is the inspiration of 
such instruction that leads Dr. Blackwood’s stu- 
dents to look back upon his leadership as most 
beneficial. 


Dividing the year into four natural sections, 
Dr. Blackwood simply pours out a torrent of 
practical plans and suggestions which will drive 
the preacher to his study and Bible for fulfill- 
ment. The emphasis is always upon the Spiritual 
and the entire message of the book is centered 
in presenting Christ to man. 

—C. Ralston Smith. 


IIlustra 
Cc. W 


“Far 
island | 
y 


dreams 
year-ol 
the plo 
story is 
of hid 
bered | 
and th 
myster; 


Publi 


It is 
Presid 
pages. 
vast e1 
ability 
interes 
moder 
descril 
states 
there 
ings O 
with t 
The lz 
author 
and p 
rapidl 
its ea 
Althot 
for th 
to stat 
as the 
the pr 
confes 
the W 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 27 








JENNY’S SECRET ISLAND 
(A Story Of Bermuda) 
By Phillis Garrard 
llustrated By Dan Sweeney. Published By John 
Cc. Winston Co., Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.00. 


“Far and lonely in the Atlantic there is a small 
island such as pirates and poets have dreamed of 
..’ and with this poetic preface Miss Garrard 
dreams a sweet fantasy of the life of a fifteen- 
year-old girl raised in the Bermudas. Although 
the plot is neither convincing nor intriguing, the 
story is sure to set any young person to dreaming 
of hidden pirate treasures and a life unencum- 
bered by ordinary burdens such as school, parents 
and the like. Young people will enjoy this unusual 
mystery story in spite of its loose structure. 
—Mrs. Julian R. Alford. 


————__. 2 oe 


RECENT TRENDS IN THEOLOGY 
By Prof. L. Berkhof 
Published By The Wm. B. Eerdman Publishing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


It is amazing how much concentrated thought 
President Berkhof has compressed in forty-seven 
pages. Each page gives evidence of the author’s 
vast erudition, penetrating power of analysis, and 
ability to take difficult subjects and make them 
interesting. We know of no abler exposition of 
modernism and its fatal errors. Modernism is 
described first as a method and then the author 
states since the system is so largely individualistic 
there are many types of modernism. The teach- 
ings of modernism are elucidated, and contrasted 
with the theology of the Protestant Reformation. 
The last chapter is exceptionally fine. Here the 
author traces the current reactions to modernism 
and points out that contemporary liberalism is 
rapidly disentegrating, being unable to hold on to 
its easy-going optimism and its false idealism. 
Although the author expresses his appreciation 
for the change in the right direction, he is frank 
to state “There are no signs of return to the Bible 
as the infallible Word of God.” Let us pray that 
the prodigals may return all the way with a full 
confession and endavor after new obedience to 
the Word of God! —John R. Richardson. 
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THIS YEAR OF OUR LORD 
By Andrew W. Blackwood, D.D. 
Published By The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.00. 


If a sermon is a composition designed to appeal 
to the intellect, arouse the conscience and move 
the will, then these are good sermons. Dr. Black- 
wood employs the technique he advocated in his 
many works in the field of homiletics. He is able 
to project his personality into the cold imperson- 
ality of the printed pages to a remarkable degree. 
All who know the preacher will see him on every 
page. 

This volume contains twenty-five sermons for 
special occasions. The author states that his sole 
aim in publishing these messages is to be helpful. 
In this he has succeeded. The outstanding value 
of this book is that it demonstrates the fact that 
g00d sermons must first of all be Biblical. They 
are Bible-centered and lead straight to the truth 
a it is in Christ the Redeemer. We like especially 
ls sermon on Trinity Sunday. Here he does not 
hesitate to say: “In terms of todav, the Trinity 
means that Christians worship the Father as God, 
the Son as God, and the Spirit as God.” 

—John R. Richardson. 


REVIVALS IN THE MIDST OF THE YEARS 
By Benjamin Rice Lacy, Jr. 
Published By The John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. Price $1.50. 

President Lacy affirms that revival is the es- 
sence of the Christian religion, and that the great 
days of the history of Christianity were days of 
revival. His first lecture surveys the history of 
revivals during Biblical times and up to the eight- 
eenth Century, showing how God has visited His 
church with great awakenings in the past. He 
insists that efforts to account for these periodic 
awakenings apart from the Holy Spirit have been 
in vain. 

“The Great Awakening” is the subject of the 
second lecture. The author recalls that “The Great 
Awakening” and the Wesleyan Revival in Great 
Britain began almost simultaneously, and the two 
movements, in the old country and the new, were 
closely related, Whitefield being the connecting 
link. After a penetrating discussion of the salutary 
effects of “The Great Awakening” he asserted that 
it “furnished the dynamic power to enable thirteen 
colonies to become a Christian nation.” 

The third lecture in this series discusses “The 
Revival Of 1800.” This revival followed the usual 
pattern of spiritual life: great concern, urgent 
prayer, searching preaching, heart-warming sing- 
ing, and earnest conversations—“All used of the 
Holy Spirit to redeem a people from their iniquity 
and make them children of the living God.” This 
is followed by the fourth lecture on “Five Decades 
of Revival: 1810-1860.” Special recognition is given 
to the consecrated labors of Daniel Baker in this 
chapter. The lecture we appreciate most is the 
fifth, on “The Revival In The Confederate Army.” 
There are some great lessons here for all who are 
working with soldiers in the army today. 

The closing lecture is on “Post-War And Future 
Revivals.” This period for the most part was not 
very fruitful in conversions due in no small meas- 
ure to the numbing effects of Darwinism. There 
are many facts in this chapter that will be of in- 
terest especially to Southern Presbyterians. Here 
the author points out how the evangelistic pro- 
gram of our church has been given a subordinate 
place in recent years. He might also have pointed 
out that this was due to the fact that unwarranted 
attention was devoted to agitation for re-entry 
into the Federal Council of Churches in 1941, the 
refusal of leaders in the church to take seriously 
charges of heresy, and unnecessary debates on 
church union. The author concludes with these 
solemn words, “These are more fateful years than 
we think, for beyond a doubt the future of the 
world waits on the answer to America’s prime 
question: ‘Will God visit her now in wrath or in 
grace?’ ”’ —John R. Richardson. 


———uqqo 2a os __ 


THE DOCTRINES OF MINISTERIAL ORDER 
IN THE REFORMED CHURCHES OF THE 
SIXTEENTH AND SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES 
By James L. Ainslie, Ph.D. 
Published By T. & T. Clark, Edin- 
burgh, 1940. Pages 272. 

In a day when we are comparing the views of 
the Church and the ministry held by the different 
branches of the Christian family, this volume is 
an invaluable source-book. Dr. Ainslie finds won- 
derful agreement and uniformity among the Re- 
formed Churches of the Reformation stemming 
from the fact that the movement arose chiefly 
in one country Switzerland, had one chief city, 
Geneva, commanding personalities, close inter- 
course and communication, and a common source 
in the Holy Scriptures. Luther’s work had created 
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a hunger for the preaching of the Word of God, 
so that long sermons were delighted in. “Satan 
speaking through the serpent beguiled the human 
race. God speaking through the Son, hath led 
back the sheep which had gone astray.” _ 

The Reformed ministry finds its apostolic suc- 
cession not in the “transmission succession” of 
officers but in the undoubted continuation of the 
Church from Christ. “Thus the Ministry com- 
missioned by the living Church has a double de- 
rivation from Christ, the one through the unbroken 
historic succession of the Church from Christ 
making a connection with the historic Christ of 
the past, and the other, by reason of the living 
Church in the present being in touch with the 
living Christ in the present.” “A priesthood offer- 
ing the sacrifice of the Mass is the constituting 
essential of the Papal Church ministerial Order. A 
preacherhood presenting the Word is the constitut- 
ing essential of the Reformed Ministerial Order.” 

—Wnm. C. Robinson. 
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A COMPEND OF LUTHER’S THEOLOGY 
Edited By Hugh Thomson Kerr, Jr. 
Published By The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.00. 


Martin Luther, the renowned leader of the 
Protestant Reformation, is one of the pivotal char- 
acters of history. He was one of the most versatile 
and brilliant writers of Christendom. A large 
part of his career was occupied with an enormous 
amount of literary and controversial activity. In 
1520 he published three great documents which 
set forth the fundamental principles of the Re- 
formation. In the “Address to the Christian No- 
bility of the German Nation” he attacked the cor- 
ruption of the Church. In “Concerning Christian 
Liberty” he explained the doctrine of Justification 
by Faith and presented his theological positions. 
In the “Babylonish Captivity of the Church” he 
pointed out the errors of the sacramental system 
and affirmed that the Scriptures are the supreme 
authority in religion. Dr. Kerr has made available 
to us in this compend the leading ideas of Luther 
enunciated in these and other writings. They are 
arranged in eleven chapters and classified under 
the following heads: Revelation and the Bible, 
God, Jesus Christ, the Office and Work of the 
Holy Spirit, Man, The Christian Life, the Church, 
the Sacraments, Christian Ethics, the Christian 
and the State, and Eschatology. Dr. Kerr is to be 
commended for the fine service he has rendered 
in compiling this volume. It can be recommended 
without reservation, and we feel that any minister 
of the gospel or intelligent layman will find it a 
source of illumination and inspiration. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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INVITATION TO PILGRIMAGE 
By John Baillie 
Published By Charles Scribners’ Sons, 597 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. Price $1.50. 


The Scottish Church, of which Dr. Baillie is a 
leader, is discovering afresh that the main issue 
confronting the church in all its practical problems 
is at bottom theological. Indifference and _ irre- 
solution to theological truths in Scotland during 
the last few decades weekened its testimony before 
the world. It is gratifying to see this church with 
so illustrious a history coming back to a serious 
study of theology again. This book, by the Pro- 
fessor of Divinity in the University of Edinburgh, 
shows intense labor of thought upon the problems 
of faith and unbelief. He describes the stages in 
the Christian’s progress, beginning with what he 


— 
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calls the fork in the road, the point of divergenge 
between belief and unbelief. He points out that 
faith has far more to offer than unbelief and jp. 
vites those who stand aloof from the Christian 
church to accept the invitation to walk the path 
of faith. 

One of the commendable characteristics of this 
book is its willingness to seriously face the gip 
and depravity of the human heart, and acknowl. 
edge the power of original sin in our lives, He 
frankly confesses, “All our actual thinking jg 
tainted with sin.” The author makes many ob. 
servations we need to bear in mind in our genera. 
tion. For example this one, “It is extraordinary 
how widely the modern world has fo-gotten what 
Christianity really is. It has to be confessed that 
the reproach of the situation must lie in no small 
part on the Christian Church itself or rather on 
those who represent it in the contemporary world.” 
This book will prove intellectually stimulating to 
any one interested in contemporary theological 
thought. It is unfortunate however that a_ book 
so constructive in many ways should be marred by 
the author’s acceptance of modernistic views of 
the Scriptures. —John R. Richardson, 
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CHOOSE YE THIS DAY 
By Elmer G. Homrighausen 


Published By The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price $1.50. 


Evangelism and Religious Education should be 
tied together. The divorce is fatal to both. Leaders 
in evangelism and directors of Religious Education 
frequently ignore this vital relationship. Professor 
Homrighausen does not make this mistake. Al- 
though he teaches Religious Education, he believes 
that evangelism comes first and Religious Edu- 
cation should be thought of as the complement of 
evangelism. The author also realizes that in dis- 
cussing any element of the Christian faith he 
must deal with the whole range of Christian 
theology. In the foreword, he states his abiding 
faith in the fact of regeneration, and accepts it 
as fundamental in God’s dealings with human life. 
He recognizes that it is a result of God’s grace, is 
not subject to human control, and is the divine 
work of God in the soul that does not take place 
apart from God’s Word and Spirit. It is refreshing 
to read from one in his position “The best methods 
amount to little unless we are activated by : 
sound and living theology.” 

The purpose of this book is to inspire Christians 


-to reach this generation with the Gospel of Jesus 


Christ in such a way that men are gripped by its 
appeal. He deplores the Church’s loss of its sens¢ 
of missions. He finds that the present generation 
is living on the momentum of the older faith. Dr 
Hendrick Kraemer is quoted to the effect that God 
is today carrying on a serious conversation wit 
His people, and that the Christian Church should 
be more concerned about its commission. SurelJ 
this book is destined to awaken Churches out 0 
their lethargy and indifference, and should be reat 
widely and with honest self-examination. 
—John R. Richardson. 
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The second printing of the Second Edition 4 
“The Faith Of A Soldier,” by Prof. William Chil 
Robinson, has been completely exhausted. Due t 
continuing demands for this booklet, we have jus 
had the Third Edition printed. These are availab 
at 3 cents each, ten for 25 cents, or $2.50 pe 
hundred, postpaid. 





